
Monique Bellingham ς [ȅƳŜΩǎ Canadienne 

by Keith Shaw 

Introduction 

Monique Bellingham was born in North America in the 18th Century which is very unusual for a long term 

resident of Lyme Regis. Her story is a fascinating tale covering the lives of one family over four generations 

and three thousand miles anŘΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ she played an important role in the development of the town. 

Here is the only known picture of Monique. It is a bad photocopy of a poor 

original. It is in the MuseumΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ with a note saying that the original is 

in Bridport Museum but it has no record of it. It is thought that she was 

probably in her sixties when it was produced. 

The Baby family and Canadian History 

Monique Baby was born in Detroit, Wayne County in 1777. Her parents were 

Jacques Duperon Baby who had been born in Montreal and Suzanne de la 

Croix Reaume who was born in Detroit which was, at its formation, part of 

New France. Jacques was descended from the first French settlers and was 

thus a Canadien ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ άŜέ and so Monique was a Canadienne. 

Following the fall of Quebec in 1759, and Montreal in 1760 all the remaining French holdings became part 

of British North America. It was not until well after the war of American Independence that US forces took 

control of Detroit in 1796. 

This was a time of great political changes in the Great Lakes area. In 1763, after the First Treaty of Paris 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜǾŜƴ ¸ŜŀǊǎ ²ŀǊέ it was officially ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άLƴŘƛŀƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅέ before being 

combined with the Province of Quebec in 1774. In 1783, the Second Treaty of Paris acknowledged the 

independence of the United States and placed the new frontier along the centre of the Great Lakes. British 

loyalists emigrated from the USA into what we now call Ontario in such numbers that they became the 

majority and in 1791 the Province of Quebec was split into the western province of Upper Canada (the 

ά.ǊƛǘƛǎƘέ ǇŀǊǘύ and the eastern province of Lower Canada όǘƘŜ άCǊŜƴŎƘέ ǇŀǊǘύ. 

After άThe Conquestέ of 1760, which is how the Canadiens referred to 

the British take-over, Jacques Duperon BabyΣ aƻƴƛǉǳŜΩǎ father, 

settled in Detroit where he was a merchant and fur trader but his role 

was also much wider. He was a landowner and a local official and he 

was appointed, in 1777, to be an officer and interpreter in the Indian 

Department and then, in 1778, to be a militia captain and judge.  In 

1787 he was appointed as Lieutenant-Colonel of the militia and in 

1788 he was given a seat on the land board for the district of Hesse. It 

is clear that Jacques embraced the new regime. Whether this was 

άŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘέ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ 

The picture below shows Jacques appointment document as 

Lieutenant Colonel of the Militia in 1787. Note that it is still written in 

French although it is 27 years after έ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǉǳŜǎǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 



signed by Guy Lord 

Dorchester. 

Jacques maintained links with 

his merchant brothers in 

Montreal and the family 

consolidated their economic 

position with alliances, both 

commercial and matrimonial, 

with both Canadian and 

British families in Detroit and 

Montreal. Their descendants 

continued to play a role in 

the political and economic 

life of the region throughout 

the late 18th and the 19th century. He died in 1789 and appears to have been admired by all and sundry. A 

fellow fur trader, the British born WƻƘƴ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΥ άPoor Baby died at Detroit about the first of 

August, universally regretted. He has not left such a Frenchman behind himΦέ 

Jacques and Suzanne Baby had many children. Depending on the source, there were somewhere between 

19 and 22. Monique was the fourth youngest.  Her eldest brother James (Jacques) was appointed to the 

first Executive and Legislative Councils of Upper Canada in 1792 and her brothers Francois and Jean 

Baptiste were Deputies in the Legislature. The picture below shows the first meeting of the Legislature. 

 



¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƛǎΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΩǎ ƭŜƎŜƴŘΣ James Duperon Baby. 

However, James was just 32 in 1792 and the portrait is of someone much olderΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ 

until the mid-20th Century and it is possible that the artist made a small error and painted in the other 

Jacques, aƻƴƛǉǳŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ Ƙer brother. 

The close links between the Baby family and the British Regime are shown by aƻƴƛǉǳŜΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜr 

brothers: Daniel, Antoine and Louis all joining the British army where Daniel reached the rank of Major 

General and the other two were commissioned. Daniel spent some time living in London and died there in 

1858. 

Monique, like her sisters Suzanne, Therese and Archangel married an officer in the British Army. In 1795, 

Monique married Alan Bellingham, eldest son of Colonel Henry Bellingham in Detroit. Henry Bellingham 

was lord of the manor of Castle Bellingham in County Louth, Ireland. ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ aƻƴƛǉǳŜΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

άƳŀǘǊƛƳƻƴƛŀƭ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜέ ƻǊ ŀ άƭƻǾŜ ƳŀǘŎƘέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ, possibly the latter as they were very young, but the 

resulting marriage was quite troubled. Their first three children were born in Canada: - Eliza, Susan and 

William. 

Castle Bellingham and the Bellingham Baronetcy 

 

Alan BellinƎƘŀƳΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ, Col. Henry Bellingham, did not have a title but there was one in the family.  Sir 

William Bellingham, IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ was created 1st Baronet of Castle Bellingham in 1796 by 

William Pitt the Younger to whom he was private secretary. William Bellingham had a very successful 

careerΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ άcontroller of the storekeeperǎΩ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ bŀǾȅ ŀƴŘ oversaw the provisioning 

of the Vancouver Expedition. Bellingham Bay and the city of Bellingham in Washington State are named 

after him. He was a wealthy man and had married Hester Cholmondeley, a great-granddaughter of Robert 

Walpole. He died childless in 1826. 

The Castle Bellingham estate was not profitable and although, unlike his brother William, Henry Bellingham 

had sons, he was not wealthy. When Henry died in 1800, Alan decided to leave his young daughters Eliza 

and Susan and his pregnant wife Monique in Canada and return to England to sell his commission. After 

some time with no news, Monique was understandably concerned; Alan Bellingham was now the head of 

the Castle Bellingham estate and heir to the Baronetcy. WƻǳƭŘ ŀ ŦǳǊ ǘǊŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ 

be welcome into the Bellingham clan? Suzanne Baby advised her daughter to go and join Alan and be 

introduced to his family. Monique was obviously uncertain about this because she decided to go on a 



pilgrimage before sƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ǎŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ [Ω!ŎǘƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

autumn in 1801. On the ocean two ships were becalmed and one informed the other of their passengers 

and announced that Captain BellinghŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ vǳŜōŜŎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ [Ω!ŎǘƛǾŜ 

announced that he had Mrs Bellingham on board travelling to England to join her husband.  Alan joined his 

family and they all sailed east to Ireland and Castle Bellingham (below) never to return to Canada. 

 

Times, however, were still hard and after seven years of mounting debt and the birth of another daughter, 

Monique, the couple were forced to move out of the castle. They went to Rothbury in Northumberland 

where the family had a house and rented out the castle to Sir William and his wife. (Rothbury is near the 

ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ .ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ άŘŜ .ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳέ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ family 

ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ άBellinjumέΦ) Alan & Monique were however, eventually, able to move back to Castle 

Bellingham. Then ƛƴ мумр !ƭŀƴ .ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳ άƎŀǾŜ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

ǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘέΦ  ²Ƙȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊΤ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƘŀŘ 

three more daughters, Alicia who was born at Rothbury, Dorothea and Henrietta who were both born in 

[ƻǳǘƘΦ !ƭŀƴ .ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мунмΦ IŜ ƛǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅ !ōōƻǘΩǎ 

Church in Kensington. 

Monique and her children 

In order of birth her three eldest children were: 

a) Eliza who was born in 1795. In 1817 she married a man twenty years her senior; a wealthy man 

older than her mother. He was John Stein Esquire of Clonmel, Co. Tipperary. In 1819 she gave birth 

to a daughter, Monique Theresa (known as Little Monique) in Edinburgh. Eliza died in Nice in 1820 

and Monique was raised by her grandmother. 

b) Susan who was born in 1797. She also died in 1820. We know little about her apart from a 

Valentine card sent anonymously to her in 1817. She was buried at Castlebellingham. 

c) William who was born in 1801. He joined the British Navy and although some reports say he died in 

LƴŘƛŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ wƻȅŀƭ bŀǾȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ά9ƴǎƛƎƴ .ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳ ŘƛŜŘ ƻŦ ŦŜǾŜǊ ŀǘ /ŀŦŦǊŜ Drift, Cape of 

Good Hope March 25th муннΦέ He was buried at Grahamstown. 



After Alan left, Monique again struggled financially. She asked Sir William and his wife for support but this 
was not forthcoming. Eventually she was forced to sell the estate to him and so the property and the 
Bellingham Baronetcy were united. It is doubtful that the sale made Monique a rich woman.  

 

Monique lost her three Canadian born children in two years and her estranged husband had also died in 
this period. With the death of Alan and William all hope of inheritance from the wealthy Sir William had 
also disappeared όǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ мунсΣ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊƻƴŜǘŎȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ ōȅ !ƭŀƴΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ !ƭŀƴ .ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳ нnd 
Bart.). She moved once more to England with her four younger daughters and her granddaughter. In 1824 
she was in Bath, then at Clifton in Bristol and finally in Lyme Regis by the late 1820s. We might assume that 
it was just the social London ς Bath ς Lyme circuit that brought her here but there was another reason. 

The Bellinghams in Lyme Regis 

 

Cyrƛƭ ²ŀƴƪƭȅƴΣ [ȅƳŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΣ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ aƻƴƛǉǳŜ .ŜƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ IƛƎƘ /ƭƛŦŦ 
Lodge which was later known as Little Cliff and is now called Upper Cobb House. Wanklyn also states that 
John Stein lived at High Cliff, which may well be the reason Monique came to Lyme, and he also tells us 
that a Captain Henry Boteler lived at Gates Hill Cottage which was renamed Holme Cleeve and now called 
Gatesfield. All of these properties are grouped together on Sidmouth Road as shown in the picture above. 



Henry Boteler (shown left) was the nephew of an Admiral and he was a 
Naval Captain.  Following the end of the Napoleonic wars there was a 
surplus of naval officers and Henry was assigned to command the 
coastguards in west Dorset and east Devon. In fact, he took over 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǾŀƭ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ǿƘƻ άǊŜǘƛǊŜŘέ ǘƻ [ȅƳŜΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
Spencer. It is through Boteler that we first learn of the Bellinghams in 
Lyme Regis. Boteler wrote a diary for a short period in 1827. In the diary 
he wrote what has been transcribed as άBillingham in the eveningέΦ 
Bellingham is often mis-transcribed as Billingham. Could it be that 
someone had introduced Henry Boteler to Monique and her daughters 
and he had gone to their house that evening? From that point, there is a 
change in the nature of his diaries as his interests and writing moved from 
ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ мунфΣ IŜƴǊȅ .ƻǘŜƭŜǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ aƻƴƛǉǳŜΩǎ 
youngest daughter, Henrietta. He was 34 and she was about 14. 

DƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ²ŀƴƪƭȅƴΩǎ assertion of where the Botelers lived; the Botelers definitely lived elsewhere in 
Lyme early in his career, probably on Cobb Road and possibly in Orchard Cottage which housed the head of 
the Coastguard in later times, before moving to Gatesfield as his family grew. 

Henrietta (shown left) ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜas from 
Henry we got an insight into the working life and leisure time of a 
Coastguard commander withΥ άwƻŘŜ ǘƻ !ōōƻǘǎōǳǊȅέΣ άwŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊly 
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎέΣ άол ƻǊ пл ǘǳōǎ ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ƻŦf !ōōƻǘǎōǳǊȅέΣ άǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
Colyford to meet an informerέ ŜǘŎΦ; from Henrietta we get a fascinating 
look into life in Lyme in 1830, at least life in the higher echelons of society 
ǿƛǘƘΥ άaŜǘ YŀǘŜ w on The Walk, she was in high delight watching the 
ǿŀǾŜǎ ōŜŀǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻōōΦ  aǊ ²ŀǊƛƴƎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǎΦέ ώ/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ wŀƴƪƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
Henry Franks Waring were later married and he became Town Clerk.] and 

άΧ a desperate wet evening, raining most tremendously.   The poor steam 
ǇŀŎƪŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΦ  /ŀƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘŀƛǊΦέ We also learn of the excitement 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ άhƭŘ aǊ {ǘŜƛƴέ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ [ȅƳŜ IƻǳǎŜΣ 
IƛƎƘ /ƭƛŦŦΦ {ǘŜƛƴΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ Chalmington Manor near Cattistock 
and when he came to Lyme servants had to be hired for him and the 
ƘƻǳǎŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘŜƛƴ ǿŀǎ IŜƴǊƛŜǘǘŀΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ-in- 

law; he was nearly forty years older than her. We also know from that from her cottage she could watch 
Henry sail home along the coast from Bridport in the Coastguard cutter; the Anne. This is another 
indication that Orchard Cottage was their home as the view towards West Bay is excellent. 

John Stein Esq. of Clonmel was, in fact, a Scot. He was from a Scottish Whisky family and had been sent to 
Ireland by his family for business reasons. Why he ended up in Dorset is not known but he was wealthy and 
sometimes used his wealth beneficially. In 1832 he was owner of a shipbuilding yard in Lyme. At that time, 
/ƻŀŘŜΩǎ wƻŀŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƻƭƭ ǊƻŀŘΦ {ǘŜƛƴ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΦ Lǘ 
became known as New Road and then Cobb Road. It also became clear from a court case disputing his will 
after his death that he had settled an annuity for life on Monique Bellingham presumably to assist with the 
cost of raising little Monique. (Interestingly, the case involves a Mr Jameson and a Mr Haig, both well-
known whiskey brands today) At other times he was less generous. From the National Archives we learn 
about the case of Elizabeth Gummer who had a child in 1833. An order was made on the father, Mr Stein 
made an arrangement with the parish officers and paid £45 in full on the understanding that 2s was paid to 
the mother a week to support the child. The document states άOn the 20 December 1833 the sum of £45 
received in full for all claims and demands of the churchwardens and overseers of Lyme Regis on the 
bastard child of Elizabeth Gummer, single woman.  The parish thus exonerate and discharge all liabilities 
for Stein to provide or maintain that childέ. However, three years later Miss Gummer left the parish and, 
also in the National Archives, there is a letter from Richard Thomas, Vestry Clerk, Lyme Regis to the Poor 



Law Commission, referring to the case of Elizabeth Gummer. άThe board of guardians have directed that 
the weekly payment should discontinue. Mr Stein has asked for an account of what monies have been paid 
out of the £45 on account of the child and asked for a return of the balanceέ. It is not known if he sent the 
money on to Elizabeth. John Stein died in London in 1854 and is buried in Highgate Cemetery. 

CǊƻƳ IŜƴǊƛŜǘǘŀΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ 5ƻǊƻǘƘŜŀ όƻǊ 5ƻƭƭȅύ ƛǎ ŀǿŀȅ, in fact she was travelling in 
Europe with her new husband for much of 1829 and 1830. She had been married in the Parish Church in 
February 1928 and her husband was Harry Burrard Farnall. Farnall was directly descended from Edward 1st 
(18 generations) and his brother owned Burley House in the New Forest. He offered himself as a candidate 
ŦƻǊ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ άŦƻǊ [ȅƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘέ ƛƴ муон ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻƴ ōǳǘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƻŦ 
William Pinney. He was the first mayor of Lyme to be elected after the Municipal Reform Act and, because 
of their support for the reform, both he and Pinney had their lives threatened in a letter which is now in 
the National Archives. Farnall was responsible for the building of Burley Villas on Silver Street.  One was 
lived in by him and his wife, the other was rented out. These villas are now known as Burley and the Old 
Vicarage. Interestingly, Farnall was gifted at art and I wonder if he was actually involved in the design of 
the villas. Below ƛǎ CŀǊƴŀƭƭΩǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀrish Church. The original is in the church. 

 

Although not a Roman Catholic himself, Harry Farnall included a chapel when he built Burley Villa and this 
was used for Catholic services. He also donated money to build the Lady Chapel at the Catholic Church 
after Dorothea died in 1840 and it was completed in 1851. 

Henrietta also writes about going to church in Axminster and sometimes of how this was foregone because 
the weather was poor. Following the Reformation there was no Catholic Church in Lyme Regis and 
Catholics had to travel to worship in Axminster or Chideock. Monique Bellingham reportedly had found 
£100 in the desk of her son, William, when he had died and she used this money to start a building fund for 
a new church in the town. She also persuaded Bishop Baines to agree to there being a resident priest in 
Lyme and probably helped with his funding. The Foundation Stone was laid in April 1835 and the first mass 


