Monique Bellinghanc [ & Y Sa&hadiene
by Keith Shaw

Introduction

Monique Bellinghanwas born in North America in the #&entury which is very unusual for a long term
resident of Lyme Regillerstory isa fascinating tale coverine lives of ondamily over four generations
and three thousand miles &3> ¢ K | (isBeiplayé@ axidnportant role in the development of the town.

Here is the onlknownpicture of Monique. It is a bad photocopy of a poor
original. It is irthe MuseunQ & | NdirKaMn@eSsayinghat the original is
in Bridport Museum buit hasno record of it. il is thought thatshe was
probably in her sixties when it was produced.

The Baby family and Canadian History

Monique Baby was born in Detroit, Wayne Countyt777 He parents were
JaquesDuperon Babyho had been born in Montreand Suzannde la
CroixReaumewnho was born in Detroit whictvas,at its formation, part of
New FranceJacqes waslescended from the first French settlers and was
thus a Canadieg A (i K &ng'soMofigue was a Canadienne.

Following the fall of Qebec in 1759, and Montreal in &@ all the remaining French holdings became part
of BritishNorth Americalt was not until well afteriie war of American Independenteat USforces tok
control of Detroitin 1796

This was a time of great political changes in the Great Lakes area. Inatté83he First Treaty of Paris
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combined with the Rovince of Quebec in 1774. In 1783, the Second Treaty of Paris acknowledged the
independence of the United States and placed the new frontier along the centre of the Great Lakes. Britis|
loyalists emigrated from the USA into what we now call Ontario ih swenbers that they became the

majority and in 1791 the Province of Quebec was split into the western province of Upper Gédreada

G . N G A @né the ehdteMIprovince of Lower Canadd KS G CNByYy OKé LI NIi 0

After dThe Conquestof 1760, which is how the Canadiens referred to
the British takeover,Jacque®uperon Baby a 2 y falhaizS Q &
settled in Detroit where havasa merchant and fur trader but his role
was also much wider. He was a landowner and a local official and he
was appointedin 1777, to be an officer and interpreter in the iad
Department and then, in 177&o be a militia captain and judgén

1787he was appointed as Lieutena@blonel of he militia and in

1788 he was given a seat on the land board for the distriétexfselt

Is clear that Jacquemmbraced he new regime. Whether this was
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The picture below shows Jacques appointment document as
Lieutenant Colonel of the Militia in 1787. Note that it is stilitten in
French although iis 27 years aftet ¢ KS / 2y ljdzSaid¢ | y|
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continued to play a role in Henry - /%,

the political and economic
life of the region throughout
the late 18" and the 19' century.He died in 1789 and appears to have been admired by all and sundry. A
fellow fur trader, the British bortv2 Ky  wA OK | NR #aoy Bahy dieg at Detroikabouy theifirst of
August, universally regrettedie has not left such a Frenchman behind dign

Jacquesnd Suzann8aby had many children. Depending on the source, there were somewhere between
19 and 22. Monique was the fourth youngester eldest brothedamegJacquesyvas appointed to the

first Executive and Legislativeucils of Upper Carla in 1792 andher brothers Francois and Jean

Baptiste were Deputies ithe LegislatureThe picture below shows the first meeting of the Legislature.
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However, Jamewas just 32 in 179and the portrait is of someone much older ¢ KS LJA OG dzNB ¢
until the mid-20" Century andt is possible thathe artist made a small error and paintétthe other
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The close links between the Baby family and the British Regime are shavg yyA Ij dzS Qa @& KNB S
brothers:Daniel, Antoine and Louis all joag the British army where Daniel reached the rank of Major
General and the other two were commissed. Daniel spent some time livirig London and died there in
1858

Monique, like her sisters Suzanne, Therasel Archangemnarriedan officerin the British Army.n 1795,
Monique marriedAlan Bellinghameldest son of Colonel Henry Bellinghembetrot. Henry Bellingham

was lord of the manor of Castleelingham in County Louth, Irelar.K S KSNJ a2y A lj dzSQa ¢
GYFAONRY2YALFE £ AFYyOSEé,péashiblythe ladttér asdey wete ety gaungit the y 2 {
resulting marriage was quite troubled@heir firstthree childrenwere bornin Canada: Eliza, Susan and

William.

Castle Bellinghanand the Bellingham Baronetcy

Alan Bellingham
b. 1709 d. 1796

Col. Henry Bellingham Alan Bellingham O’Bryen Bellingham  Thomas Bellingham RN Sir William Bellingham
b. c1739 d. 1800 b.1739 d. 1800 b.1742 d. 1798 b. 1745 b. 1753 d. 1826
1st Baronet

Alan Henry Alan  Henry John William Alan O’Bryen
b.1776 b. 1786 b.1776 b.1778 b.1781 b.1789 b. 1787

Eliza Susan
b.1796 b.1797

Alan Bellld K I Y Q &, Cdl.HeinrigB&INiphamdid not have a titldut there wasone in the family. Sir

William Bellingham, Sy NBE Q& & 2 dayad Seantied TBatdnétdt GastE Bellingham in 1796 by
William Pitt the Younger to whom he was private secretary. Wilksmtinghamhad a very successful

careed | S coattolier ofthe storekeeped QOO 2 dzy G a ¢ F 2 NJ avétsaw thepovisioning | & ¢
of the Vancouver Expedition. Bellingham Bay and the city of Bellingham in Washington State are named
after him. He was a wealghman and hd married Hester CHmondeley a greatgranddaughter of Robert
Walpole He died childless in 1826.

The Castle Bellingham estate was not profitable and althpuglke his brother Willianklenry Bellingham

had sonshe was not wealthyWhenHenrydied in 1800, Alan decided to leave fimingdaughters Eliza

and Susan and hmegnant wife Moniquen Canada and return to England to sell his commission. After
some time with no news, Monique wasderstandably concernedilan Bellingham was now the head of

the Castle Bellingham estate and heirtthe BaronetcyW2 dzf R | FdzNJ 4 N} RSND& R dz
be welcome into the Bellinghaglan?Suzanne Babgdvised hedaughterto go and joirAlanand be

introduced to his family. Monique was obviously uncertain about this becsliedecided b goon a
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autumn in 18010n the ocean two shipsere becalmedandone informed the other of their passengers

and announced that Captain Belliigtyy ¢l a | 62+ NR (N} @Sttt Ay3a (42 vdzSo
announced that he had Mrs Bellingham on board travelling to England to join her husBigoined his
familyand they all sailed easbtireland and Castle Bellinghdbelow)never to returnto Canada.

Times, however, were still hard and after seven years of mounting debt and the batiotiferdaughter,
Monique,the couplewere forced to move out of the castle. They went to Rothbury in Northumberland
where the family had a housend rentedout the castle to Sir William and his wif®othbury is near the
GAtE13AS 2F . StEtAYIAKIY FTNRY gKAOK (UKS aGRfamily St t Ay
YVIEYS Aa LIRd&igjubndpgklan® Roniguevere however, eventualy, able to move back to Castle
Belingham.ThenAy My mp !ty . StfAYy3IKIY a3IF GBS dzZL) KA& GA7T
LISyairzy FOO2NRAy3a G2 GKS IINIAOESa 2F aSadat SySyi
three more daughters, licia who was born at Rothbury, Dorothea and Henrietta who were both born in
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Church in Kensington.

Monique and herchildren
In order of birthher three eldest childremvere:

a) Elizawhowas born in 1795n 1817shemarrieda man twenty years her senicawealthyman
older than her motherHe was John Stein Esquire of Clonr@el. Tipperaryin 1819 she gave birth
to a daughter, Monique Theresknown as Little Monique) in Edinburgh. Eliza died in Nice in 1820
and Monique was raised by her grandmother.

b) Susan who was born in 1797. She algsal in 1820. We know little about hapart froma
Valentine card sent anonymously to herli®l7. She was buried at Cas#édlingham.

¢) William who was born in 1801. He joined the British Navy and although some reports say he died ir
LYRAIFS GKS 2FFAOAIT w2elf Dbl @& NI LIDN Capelof (S a
Good Hope March 75m y H Hedwés biried at Grahamstown.



After Alanleft, Monique again struggled financially. She asked Sir William and his wife for support but this
was not forthcoming. Eventually she was forced to sell the estate tahuinso the property and the
BellinghanmBaronetcywere united.It isdoubtful that the sale made Monique a rich woman.

Alan Bellingham
b. 1709 d. 1796

Col. Henry Bellingham Alan Bellingham O’Bryen Bellingham  Thomas Bellingham RN Sir William Bellingham
b. c1739 d. 1800 b. 1739 d. 1800 b.1742 d. 1798 b. 1745 b. 1753 d. 1826
1st Baronet

Alan Henry Alan Henry John William Alan O’Bryen
b.1776  b.1786  b.1776 b.1778 b.1781 b.1789 b. 1787

Eliza Susan William
b.1796 b.1797 b. 1801

Monique lost her three Canadian born children in two years and her estranged husband had also died in
this period.With the death of Aan and Williamall hope of inheritance from the wealthy Sir William had

also disappeared 6 KSy KS RASR AYy mMyHcE (GKS . FNRySGO& g 3
Bart.) She moved once more to Englawith her four younger daughters and hgranddaughterin 1824

she was in Bath, then at Clifton in Bristol and finally in Lyme Regis by the late 1820s. We might assume tt
it was just the social LondanBath¢ Lyme circuit that brought her here but thereaw another reason

The Bellinghara inLyme Regis

Gates Hill Cottage

High CIiff (Gatesfield)
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Lodge which was later known as Little Cliff and is now called Upper Cobb. Méargdyn also states that

John Stein lived at High Cliffhich may well behe reason Monique came to Lymendihe also tells us

that a Captain Henry Boteler lived at Gates Hill Cottage which was renamed Holme Cleeve and now calle:
Gatesfield All of these properties are guped together on Sidmouth Road a#m in the picture above.



HenryBoteler (shown left) was the nephew ah Admiral and & was a

Naval CaptainFollowing the end of the Napoleonic wars there was a
surplus of naval officers and Henmasassigned to command the
coastguards in west Dorsahd east Devonin fact, he took over
NBalLlR2yaArAoAtAde FNRY FYy20KSNI yI @I f
Spencerlt is throughBotelerthat wefirst learn ofthe Bellinghars in

Lyme Regis. Boteler wrotedgary for a short perioéh 1&7. In thediary

he wrote what has been transcribed aBillingham in the evenirig ®
Bellingham i®ften mistranscribed as BillinghanCould it be that

someone hadntroduced Henry Boteler to Monique and her daughters

and he had gone to their house that evening@rithat point, there is a
change in the nature of his diaries as his interests and writing moved from
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youngest daughter, Henrietta. He was 34 and she atemsit 14.

D2Ay 3 ol O] assatiorof whiré theyBralers livettie Botelers definitely lived elsewhene
Lymeearly inhis careerprobablyon Cobb Roadndpossiblyin Orchard Cottage which housed the head of
the Coastguardh later times before moving to Gatesfield as his family grew

Henrietta(shown lef)d 2 21 2 @S NJ ¢ NR G A y 3 adfr@n/ NB Q
Henry we got an insight into the working life and leisure time of a
Coastguard commanderwith aw2 RS (2 ! 602 (& dydzNE ¢
I 002dzyiaé¢z don 20 ADENECETERER A ¥ 2
Colyford to meet an informér  Sfibi ienriettawe get a fascinating

look into life in Lyme in 1830, at least life in thigher echelas of society

g AUKY & aoB The WalkiisBeasvin high delight watching the

gl @Sa oSG 20SNJ GKS /20600 aNJ 2 NJ
HenryFranksWaring were later marriednd hebecame Town Clerkand

0X a desperate wet evening, raining most tremendously. The poor steam
LI O1SG gAft 3ISG A Wealso ledrnvoSthefetite@enth y
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and when he came to Lyme servants had to be hired for him and the
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law; he was nearly forty years older thdrer. We also knowrom that from her cottag@ she could watch

Henry sail home along the coast from Bridport in the Coastguard cutter; the Anne. This is another
indication that Orchard Cottage was their hom® the viewtowards West Bay is excellent.
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John Stein Esq. of Clonmel was, in fact, & $sowas from a Scottish Whiglkamily and had been sent to
Ireland by his family for business reasowéiy he ended up in Dorset is not known but he was wealthy and
sometimes used his wealth beneficially. In 1832 he was owner of a shipbuilding yard inrAtyhae.time,
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became known as New Road and then Cobb Road. It also became clear from a court case disputing his v
after his death that he had settled amnuity for life on Monique Bellingham presumahbdyassist with the

cost of raisingittle Monique. (Interestingly, the case involves a Nemeson and a Mr Haig, both well

known whiskey brands today) At other times he was lesgegous. From the National Archives we learn
aboutthe case oElzabeth Gummer who hadehild in 1833An order was rade on the father, Mr Stein

made an arrangement with the parish officers and paid £45 in full on the understanding that 2s was paid t
the mother a week tsupport the child. The document staté®n the 20 December 1833 the sum of £45
received in full for all claims and demands of the churchwardens and overseers of Lyme Regis on the
bastard child of Elizabeth Gummer, single woman. Thelpdnus exonerate and discharge all liabilities

for Stein to provide or maintain that ch#dHowever, three years later Miss Gummer left the parish,and

also inthe National Archiveghere is a lettefrom Ridard Thomas, Vestry Clerk, LyRegis to thé?oor



Law Commission, referring to the case of Elizalé&timmer éThe board of guardians have directed that

the weekly payment should discontinue. Mr Stein has asked for an account of what monies have been pal
out of the £45 on account of the child and adkfor a return of the balanéelt is not known ithe sent the
moneyon to ElizabethJohn Stein died in London in 1854 and is buried in Highgate Cemetery.

CNRY | SYNASGGI Qa RAIFINE Al Aa Of iSfadishdivias tiellifg$1NJ & A &
Europe with her new husband for much of 1829 and 1830. She had been married in the Parish Church in
February 1928 and her husband was Harry Burrard Farnall. Farnalireetty descended from Edwaeil®™

(18 generations) and his brother own&airleyHousein the New Forest. He offered himself as a candidate
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William Pinney. He was the first mayor of Lyme to be eleafezt the Municipal Refan Act andbecause

of their support for the reformpoth he and Pinney had their lives threatened in a letter which is now in

the National Archives. Farnall was responsible for the building of Burley Villas on Silver Street. One was
lived in by him and Biwife, the other was rented out. Thes#lasare now known as Burley and the Old
Vicaragelnterestingly, Farnall was gifted at art and | wonder if he was actually involved in the design of
the vilasBelowA & CIF Ny I f f Q& RNJ ¢ ArighBCh@ch. Thie Kriyinal igid tBeNshuciNg 2 F

Although not aRomanCatholic himselfiHarry Farnalincluded a chapel when he built Burley Villa and this
was used for Catholic services. He aenated money to build the Lady Chapethe Catholic Church
after Dorothea died in 1840 and it was completed in 1851.

Henrietta also writes about going to church in Axminster and sometimes of how this was foregone becaus
the weather wagoor. Following the Reformation there was no Catholic Churtlyme Regis and

Catholics hadio travel to worship in Axminster or Chideock. Monique Bellingham reporteatifound

£100 in the desk of her son, William, when he had diedslrelised this money to start a building fund for

a new church in the town. She also persuaded Bishop Baines to agree to there being a resident priest in
Lyme and probably helped witiisfunding. The Foundation Stone was laid in April 1835 and theniiast



