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Dear Friends 

I am pleased to report that our organisation is in good health.  Our 
membership numbers creep slowly upwards, our lectures are well 
attended and our financial position is strong, thanks to the support 
and generosity of our members.  In addition we are an established 
presence in and around Lyme Regis, all of which benefits our 
museum. 

Our strength enables us to provide support to the museum in many 
ways.  Regarding financial support, we are donating £8,000 - both 
this year and next - ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
programme.  The timing of these donations coincides with the end of 
funding for the museum from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the 
appointment of a new board of Museum Trustees.  The donations 
will assist the museum enormously at this time of transition. 

In 2019 the museum hosted more than 2,000 school children on 
scheduled visits.  For each school party the ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
officer, Chris Andrew, teaches the children about the geological 
importance of the Jurassic Coast and about Mary Anning and the 
fossils discovered in and around Lyme Regis.  This is followed up with 
a beach visit and fossil hunting.  In addition the museum arranges 
practical activities for children during the school holidays.  We 
believe strongly in supporting education and introducing children to 
the world of museums. 

Sadly, we have had to cancel our AGM, our July book sales and two 
of oǳǊ ǘŀƭƪǎΣ Ψ.ƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мсǘƘ ϧ мтǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎΩ ōȅ tŜǘŜǊ 
[ŀŎŜȅ ŀƴŘ Ψ[ƛŦŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀǎƘƻǊŜΩ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
national coronavirus precautions.  Both talks will be given at a later 
date when we can be assured of a good audience to do justice to our 
speakers.  Our remaining programme for this year, book sales and 
lectures, will proceed only if allowed by the Covid-19 situation.  
Please consult our website.   
www.lymeregismuseum.co.uk/about-us/support-us/friends-of-the-
museum/ 
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The museum closed on Wednesday, 18th March, in response to the 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǊƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
volunteers, many of whom are in the at-risk health group.  Along 
with most other businesses this will be a difficult time for the 
museumΣ ŀǎ ǎǇŜƭǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  Any member 
wishing to make a donation to help the museum during this 
unprecedented period should send it to our Treasurer, details on 
page 24.  Such donations will be most welcome.  Let us all look 
forward to the time when it is judged to be safe to resume our social 
activities and the museum can re-open. 

CANCELLATION OF 2020 AGM 

Our 2020 AGM was cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  As we 
go to print, we do not know when we shall be able to hold meetings 
again and a virtual meeting of our members is simply not practical.  
Advice from the Charities Commission indicates that we can cancel 
our 2020 AGM provided that the decision is agreed by the Trustees 
and recorded.  The Commission advises that we must demonstrate 
due diligence with regard to our business affairs whilst we cannot 
hold conventional meetings. 

In the January 2020 newsletter we published the 2019 AGM minutes 
and the agenda for the now cancelled 2020 AGM.  In this newsletter 
we publish the 2019 Statement of Accounts (formally approved at 
the Trustees committee meeting held on 2nd March 2020). 

Through discussion by telephone and email the Trustees have 
unanimously agreed that: 

a. Jayne Jones becomes a full committee member (Jayne was 
formally co-opted to the committee at its meeting on 12th 
August 2019).  To be endorsed at the next live AGM. 

b. The 2020 AGM be formally cancelled. 

These decisions have been recorded.  The Trustees will continue to 
conduct business using email and other interactive methods. 

David Cox 
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OUR NEWSLETTER WINS BAFM PRIZE! 

The January 2019 edition of our 
newsletter won the national prize 
awarded in 2019 by the British 
Association of Friends of Museums 
(BAfM).  We competed in the group 
comprising Friends organisations with 
between 251-750 members, a group 
which includes many city museums.  We 
currently have around 450 members, so a 
great achievement from a relatively small 
group from a small museum and small 
town.  A handsome certificate and a 

cheque for £250 were handed over by Jean Knight, the BAfM 
Secretary and National Coordinator, who travelled from London for 
the occasion. 

This photograph (and our cover photograph), taken by Francesca 
Evans from LymeOnline 
(our local newspaper) 
shows the award being 
made in front of the 
museum on a chilly, 
blustery, day in November.  
A spin-off from this 
achievement will be 
coverage of our museum 
and the Friends award in the BAfM journal. 

This award is a tribute to the Friends Trustees but especially to our 
editor, Valerie Hayward, and our IT specialist, Alison Mitchell, who is 
responsible for the final edit and layout.  And, of course, to all those 
who have contributed high quality articles which provide such a 
diverse breadth of information and interest.  We now have the 
challenge of maintaining this high standard! This can only be 
achieved with your help ς please keep the articles coming in. 

David Cox 
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Thank you to Stella Miller for examining the accounts for the Friends 
again this year. 

Our financial position remains healthy.  At the end of 2019, we had 
£42,500 in our Charities Aid Foundation account (provided by 
Shawbrook Bank) and our NatWest current account. 

This puts us in an excellent position to be able to help with the 
development of the Museum as and when required. 

However, as a Committee we are keen to find ways to support the 
Museum in the present and spending plans agreed during 2019 
include the conservation of the 17th Century Bell which hangs in the 
Museum, and the repair and conservation of a Long Case Clock which 
dates from the 18th Century.  The estimated cost for these two items 
is around £3,500.  We have also committed to spend £8,000 in 2020, 
and again in 2021, to support the Museum with its excellent 
education programme for school children. 

Our subscription income remains steady, and we are also very 
grateful to those who give donations.  hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ WƻƘƴ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΩǎ 
contribution to the Friends from his slide conversion service has 
been considerable and in 2019 his donations took him past the 
£10,000 mark in total; an amazing achievement.  Please see page 13 
for the new formats that he is now offering to convert.  Gift Aid 
continues to be an important part of our income and in 2019 we 
received £1,126. 

The book sales are our main source of fundraising income.  During 
2019 we raised over £2,100 from our sales on the sea front, at our 
talks and online.  A further £100 was made from our popular 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŘƛƴƻǎŀǳǊ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ.  Thank you to all who 
help with these events.  Thank you also to the sponsors of our 
award-winning newsletter, Lyme Bay Holidays, Alexandra Hotel and 
Scott Rowe.  Your ongoing support is much appreciated. 

Angela Main 
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STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS (2019) 
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Dear Friends 

In my eight years at our museum, this is without doubt the most 
concerning report I have prepared for you. 

At the time of writing, the museum is utterly wrapped up in the 
Covid-19 crisis.  In early March we established our own COBR group 
with the help of museum volunteer stalwarts Angela Main and Lizzie 
Wiscombe (both experienced nurses) and introduced a twice daily 
cleaning routine of areas that might be often touched by visitors and 
schools.  This all feels long ago, but it put us ahead of virtually every 
other museum in the South West.  A couple of weeks later we took 
the decision to close the museum.  This was essential to protect 
volunteers and staff. 

On the following Monday, the lockdown was imposed and for the 
museum (just like everyone else) life became quƛǘŜ ǎǳǊǊŜŀƭΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ 
taken advantage of the government furlough scheme to support 
wages, and as a Trust we are striving to do more to financially 
protect our staff than the law might expect us to.  Our small staff 
team is marvellous and the museum will do all it reasonably can for 
them.   

At the moment I am working from home and Paddy Howe our 
Geologist is working part time in the museum. Other members of the 
team are furloughed. Before being furloughed (we seem to have a 
new passive verb!), Operations Manager Bridget Houseago 
significantly upgraded our online and digital profile. You can check 
out the website and learn how to make a model of Mary Anning or a 
plesiosaur! We are also putting the finishing touches on a series of 
museum films for our own You TubŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
search for fossils with Paddy from the comfort of your home. 

As our closest supporters you should be assured that we are doing all 
we can to protect our collections and building.  Either a member of 
staff or a specialist volunteer checks the building every day and our 
alarm and security procedures cover are unaffected. 
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After a great deal of analysis, the trustees have decided that the 
museum should stay closed until September. Lyme in summer will be 
a high-risk environment for Covid-19 infection, and it is a challenge 
to maintain social distance as one walks around Lyme, and even 
more difficult in the museum. We are hoping that we can introduce 
socially distanced fossil walks for small groups before September. 
²ŜΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊe that a positive message is given explaining our 
actions on the museum building, social media and our website. 

When we reopen, access to the building will be controlled with an 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴǎΣ ƘŀƴŘ ǎŀƴƛǘƛǎŜǊΣ tt9Σ 
cashless transŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ 
continue to do all we can to protect public health and the NHS. 
Unfortunately, opening under these limited conditions means that 
we will in the medium term run at a loss. We are not alone in this: 
many other charities and retailers are in a similar position. 

CƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ 
time when we have outgoings, but no income.  We are a strong 
organisation and have purposely built up useful reserves, but the 
reality is we will probably not raise any significant income for the 
museum until at least Spring 2021. Indeed, because we currently 
have strong reserves, we have been turned down for emergency 
funding. 

The generosity of the Friends, committing £8,000 a year in both 2020 
and 2021, to support learning is a great reassurance and assistance 
to the museum Trust.  Your kindness will help to maintain the key 
role of education in the museum.  I know I speak for the whole of the 
museum Board in gratefully acknowledging the foresight of the 
Committee of the Friends for making these two annual grants. 

But, of course, the most important thing at the moment is your 
health.  I very much hope that you are all keeping as well as you can, 
and that isolation is not proving too much of a burden and that the 
constant worries about your loved ones is not proving too 
unbearable or worrisome.  If any Friend of the Museum needs any 
reassurance about our fabulous institution, please do not hesitate to 
contact me on director@lymeregismuseum.co.uk   

David Tucker 

mailto:director@lymeregismuseum.co.uk
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TEA AND TALK  

During 2019, Friends committee members Deborah Hodd and Angela 
Main continued to provide a varied and interesting programme of 
talks at the museum, with the support of David Tucker.  They are 
indebted to all the speakers and very much appreciate their 
enthusiasm and the time given to entertain and inform. 

The 2019 programme covered an eclectic mix of topics, hopefully 
with something for everyone: Writing an Historical Novel, the 
Canadian Wilderness, Law and Order in Georgian England, Peter 
Fleming in Greece during WW2, the Role of Lyme Regis in the 
Monmouth Rebellion, the History of Button Making in Dorset 
(including audience participation making their own buttons) and a 
discussion about an Elizabethan Document by the mǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ 
Research Team. 

The 2020 programme started in February and, once again, drew on 
the talents and knowledge of a wide range of speakers ς some new 
and some familiar.  Obviously it had to be curtailed in March due to 
the virus. 

Under normal circumstances, the talks take place on the last Friday 
afternoon of the month in Spring and Autumn with details being sent 
by email to Friends who are local to the museum.  Numbers are 
limited so booking is essential.  If you do not currently receive details 
of these talks and would like to do so, please email our database 
manager, Alison Mitchell, at lymemuseum@gmail.com  

Additionally, we are always 
keen to hear from different 
speakers.  So, if you have a 
subject that you would like to 
share, we would love to hear 
from you.  Your talk should 
last no more than an hour 
and a screen is available for 
visual presentations. 

Angela Main 

mailto:lymemuseum@gmail.com
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BY DONALD CAMPBELL 

This is a very 
attractive, well 
written and 
lavishly illustrated 
book.  It 
describes in some 
detail the geology 
and natural 
history of that 
part of the Axe 
valley around 
Seaton, Axmouth 

and Beer, in the context of the wider area of the Jurassic Coast and 
Lyme Bay.  In addition, it chronicles the chequered progress towards 
the various levels of protection that the area now enjoys.  The author 
is a distinguished naturalist who has been directly and intimately 
involved with local conservation projects for many years.  Amongst 
other roles he is President of the Axe Valley & District Conservation 
Society.  The book was designed and edited by museum Friend John 
Marriage. 

The geology of the Cretaceous, Jurassic and Triassic periods, visible in 
the eroding cliffs of the 95-mile-long World Heritage Coast, is well 
explained and illustrated.  The tidal nature of the River Axe gives rise 
to an important and varied range of bird and plant life associated 
with the inter-tidal zones.  The author describes how the exposed 
mudflats at low tide provide important feeding areas for a wide 
variety of waders and wildfowl.  The creation of the Seaton Wetlands 
protected area is described with its mosaic of habitats providing not 
only a haven for wildlife and plants but also a recreational and 
learning area, particularly for children. 

The successful creation of a marine protection zone in Lyme Bay is 
noted together with information regarding the range of animals to 
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be found, from rock pool inhabitants to dolphins.  The underwater 
images are stunning. 

The Victorian drama of the Rev.  {ŀōƛƴŜ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Ψ²ƛƴŜŦǊŜŘΩΣ 
involving smuggling and the great landslip of 1839 is featured, as are 
the Beer Quarry Caves.  The high-quality limestone has been mined 
since Roman times and has been used in buildings from Exeter 
Cathedral to London.  In covering the local history, the author 
describes the discovery of 22,888 Roman coins, now in Exeter 
Museum. 

This is much more than just another local guidebook.  Rather it is a 
fascinating eclectic mix of topics and original observations that 
simply cannot be found elsewhere in a single volume. 

At £9.95 this book is great value and makes a perfect present for 
anyone who enjoys this area of East Devon and West Dorset. Copies 
of the book can be obtained from Serendip in Broad Street, Lyme 
Regis, which hopes to be at least partially open by July.  Telephone 
01297 442594 or email browse@serendiplyme.co.uk.  Serendip 
offers to post the book free of charge within the UK.  Copies will also 
be available in the museum when it re-opens, date unknown.  

David Cox  

mailto:browse@serendiplyme.co.uk
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DONATIONS VIA SALES ON EBAY 

Did you know that when you sell items on eBay you can donate 
money to the Friends of the Museum? Read on to find out how.  (The 
article assumes that you are already registered on eBay and PayPal.) 

¶ Sign in on eBay as normal, select sell from the information bar at 
the top left. 

¶ The sell page will open, select advance sell (top right of page) if 
you are on the quick listing page. 

¶ List your item as normal. 

¶ About half-way down the page, under selling details there is a box 
ōȅ ΨƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ  /lick this box.  A list of charities will 
appear.  If the museum is not already shown, ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ΨǎŜƭŜŎǘ 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΩ.  A separate search page will appear.  Type in 
Ψ[ȅƳŜ wŜƎƛǎ aǳǎŜǳƳΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎŜŀǊŎƘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Criends information 
will appear.  CƭƛŎƪ ΨǎŜƭŜŎǘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜ-direct you back to the 
sell page and the museum will be selected.  If it is not selected 
automatically then select it. 

¶ Now decide what percentage of the sale you will donate.  Click on 
the box and select the percentage from the dropdown menu. 

¶ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΗ 

¶ Complete your listing as usual and a donation logo will appear on 
the listing page of your advert page. 

A couple of points to bear in mind:- 

Payments to the Friends are made via PayPal so you need to be 
registered.  If you can complete the Gift Aid section on PayPal Giving 
the museum can claim another 25% on the sale. 

The money will be donated to the Friends directly after a couple of 
weeks.  You cannot adjust the donation once the item has sold, so 
unless you wish to donate the postage costs as well it is best to list 
the item with postage as a separate cost - ƛŦ Ǉƻǎǘ ƛǎ ΨŦǊŜŜΩ όƛΦŜ.  
included in the sale price), you cannot retrieve the postage element 
after the sale has completed. 
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eBay waives the final value fees for a charitable donation, so the 
listing costs you nothing if you give 100% and pro-rata reduction as 
the contribution is less. 

eBay has a comprehensive information page on charitable donations 
- ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ΨƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
ΨǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘΦ 

AMAZON SMILE 

Buying on Amazon also has the option to donate to charity.  And it is 
really simple to do! 

When you ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ άSmileέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ, 0.5% of the purchase price of 
eligible products* is donated to the charity of your choice. 

To sign up, go to https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ a 
drop down option along ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ōŀǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎ άsupportingέΦ  Here 
you can choose the Friends of Lyme Regis Philpot Museum.  Then 
you continue to make your Amazon purchase as usual. 

ϝtǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ Ψ9ƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ !ƳŀȊƻƴ 
{ƳƛƭŜ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ product detail pages. 

¢I9 w9{9!w/I ¢9!aΩ{ 5LDL¢![ !w/IL±9 

Lƴ нллф L ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ όwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ¢ŜŀƳΩǎ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜύ ǘƻ 
store the work of the Volunteer Research Team and provide an 
important reference source, not only for the team but also for the 
curatorial work of the museum.  The archive currently contains over 
30,000 document and image files.  A section has now been created 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ to bring this archive to a wider audience 
by hosting a selection of articles ranging from historical notes to 
detailed research https://www.lymeregismuseum.co.uk/research/  

This has been made possible with the support of Museum Director 
David Tucker and a generous bequest from Derek Perrey, a sadly 
missed member of the team.  
 Graham Davies 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://www.lymeregismuseum.co.uk/research/
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One of our Patrons, Tracey 
Chevalier, is a very busy 
woman these days.   Not 
content with having produced 
her tenth novel ς ά! {ƛƴƎƭŜ 
¢ƘǊŜŀŘέ ς which was 
launched in September last 
year, she is now busily 
researching her as yet un-
named eleventh novel, to be 
set in Venice.   Her output is 
prodigious, and every book 
involves intensive research, 

often of a historical nature.  All her books are well received, largely 
because even those with a historical setting (the majority), have that 
ring of truth which makes her characters so entirely credible.  Real 
page turners, in fact. 

Closest to home for Museum Friends is, of course, άRemarkable 
Creaturesέ, with a real-life remarkable creature, Mary Anning, as one 
of the two principal characters. 

tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ¢ǊŀŎŜȅΩǎ ōŜǎǘ-selling novel to date, written twenty years 
ŀƎƻΣ ƛǎ άDƛǊƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ tŜŀǊƭ 9ŀǊǊƛƴƎέ.  It told what could conceivably 
have been the true story of a housemaid painted by Vermeer in what 
ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ.   
Despite her lack of formal education, the housemaid apparently 
worked closely with him in his studio for quite a long period.   We 
shall never know if this actually happened, but again it is totally 
ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ όǘƘŀƴƪǎ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ meticulous 
research into the various paints used and their application 
ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎǳǊŜƭȅΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǾŜƭƛǎǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎƛŦǘΦ 

It was convincing enough to have sold five million copies around the 
world; to be made into a highly successful film; and now has been 
turned into an opera which had been due to open at the Zurich 
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Opera House in May this year ς an event that was, of course, 
cancelled.    

ά! {ƛƴƎƭŜ ¢ƘǊŜŀŘέ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ŎƭƻǎŜr to home ς in 
and around Winchester Cathedral in 1932.  
This time the central character is a 38-year-
old unmarried woman who, like many 
others in the thirties, had lost her man in 
WW1.  To escape her difficult and 
demanding mother she moves to 
Winchester and takes on a mundane job in 
order to pay the rent.   Happily, while 
visiting the Cathedral, she gradually comes 
ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ άōǊƻŘŜǊŜǊǎέ ς women 
volunteers who embroidered the beautiful 
kneelers and cushions for the building, intricately designed, 
sublimely colourful, and all based on scenes from British history.  
This, again, is one hundred per cent authentic, and is based on real 
people who performed this valuable, painstaking work over a period 
of six years.  The heroine becomes involved with the group and later 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΩǎ ōŜƭƭ 
ringers.  Meanwhile, against this background, the storm clouds are 
gathering once more over Europe. 

 ά! {ƛƴƎƭŜ ¢ƘǊŜŀŘέ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ς appropriately ς in Winchester 
Cathedral last September, after which Tracey travelled far and wide 
giving interviews all over the country.  This included participation in 
the Dorchester Literary Festival in October, the Edinburgh Festival in 
August, and a whirlwind book tour of the United States.  It was also 
the Radio Times Book Club Choice in September.  Unquestionably 
another success for Tracey - ŀƴŘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ƻȄ Ƙŀǎ 
very cleverly arranged for us to have a visit from her on November 
5th, (Covid-19 permitting), her intensely busy schedule 
notwithstanding.  {ƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ ¢ǊŀŎŜȅΩǎ ǘŀƭƪΥ 
ά{ǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ ς and discover (or re-discover) yet 
another Chevalier novel now being enjoyed by her loyal fans all over 
the world. 

Margaret Rose 
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ROCKPOOLING 

On behalf of the museum, I 
have been running rockpooling 
sessions for schools and the 
general public for several years 
now.  Sadly, due to the 
popularity of fossil walks I only 
get to do a few each year, 
which is a pity as rockpools 
contain some remarkable creatures.  I can think of no other place so 
easily visited where you are guaranteed to see such a diversity of life, 
and you need no expensive equipment.  This article is a short guide 
about where to look and what you might find. 

Timing is critical; you want a good low tide, ideally 1.2m or less.  Go 
out about an hour or so prior to low tide and gradually come back 
about half an hour after low water.  You will need something to 
contain your finds; go for a shallow cream coloured bowl or a sturdy 
white commercial white ice-cream container.  A net is also helpful.  
(For schools I often cut the handles short.  If you want to know why - 
come and join me for a rockpooling session with 28 six- and seven-
year olds with full length nets!) 

The shore is a dangerous place for the creatures that inhabit it.  Most 
of these animals have evolved to live in the sea which, due to its size, 
is a reasonably stable environment.  The salinity and temperature of 
sea water varies very slowly, so the organisms in it do not need to 
deal with rapid or extreme changes.  On the shore the situation is 
very different.  A rockpool in the hot sun loses water to evaporation, 
making it more saline.  A sudden shower of rain can reduce the 
salinity rapidly.  Temperature also changes quickly in rockpools.  In 
early summer a shallow rockpool can be pleasantly warm, although 
the sea will not warm up for several months.  Temperature has 
another effect - as rockpools warm it makes the creatures in them 
more active and require more oxygen.  Unfortunately, oxygen is 
more soluble in cold water which is why fish in a garden pond can 
sometimes be seen gasping on the surface on a hot day.  All these 
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effects are more pronounced higher up the shore as these pools are 
exposed to the air for longer.  Rockpools far out on the ledges might 
be exposed by only a few low tides each month.  This difference 
creates zones as you walk from the top of the beach towards the sea.  
Only the hardiest and best adapted creatures are at the top of the 
shore. 

When you look at the beaches either side of Lyme Regis at low tide 
you will see the alternating layers of limestone and shale extending 
out into the sea.  These form extensive ledges shallowly sloping 
downwards towards the sea.  These two rock types give a greater 
diversity of marine life.  The hard limestone provides a solid 
attachment for seaweeds and shells.  The shale is soft enough to be 
burrowed into, creating homes for many invertebrates.  As the shale 
erodes away it leaves overhangs of limestone above.  The crevices 
created are great for small invertebrates to hide in.  No time of day is 
safe on a shore, creatures are hunting day and night.  When the tide 
is in fish and crabs seek prey.  When the tide is out gulls stalk the 
beach, especially in winter when schoolchildren with sandwiches are 
in short supply! 
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If you walk out on the 
beach to the east of 
Lyme the first 
limestone ledges you 
see show little life 
beyond green algae.  
As you get further 
across the ledge you 
will start to see 
barnacles, limpets and 

edible periwinkles.  At first glance they are just dotted about on the 
ledge.  Look more closely and you see they are not randomly 
distributed; most are in hollows or in the cracks in the limestone.  
These areas are damp and protected from the stones flung about by 
winter storms and from seagulls.  When the tide is in, or on damp 
cool days, limpets will wander over the ledges feeding on the algae 
they scrape away with their rough tongue (radula).  When the tide 
goes out again they return to the same place on the rock.  As they 
settle, they shuffle their shell.  Gradually the shell erodes the rock 
creating a slight hollow the limpet rests in.  This helps them to resist 
predators and also water loss when exposed to the air.  The circular 
penny-sized indentations you see on the ledges are obituaries to 
dead limpets. 

Further out still you come to layers of shale that look like a Swiss 
cheese, they have thousands of holes about 15mm in diameter.  
These are created by a bivalve mollusc called a piddock.  One end of 


