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Industrial Lyme - Paper 13: The White Rose Steam Laundry – Mr & Mrs 
Stark 
© Richard Bull & Lyme Regis Museum 2010  
 

Do you know more or have any memories of the White Rose Laundry? If so, 
we would love to know. If you have a better photograph than the one on this 
page, that would be very helpful. Do you have any laundry marks, tickets or 
receipts from Lyme? If so, please contact Ken Gollop or myself at the 
Museum. 

 
Background – The New Factory 
When Lawton’s silk throwing factories closed, some time between 1871 and 
1875, they were left to rot. The silk throwing machinery was still in place in the 
New Factory when it was cleared for Mr & Mrs Stark in 1903 to set up the 
White Rose Steam Laundry. The New Factory had been built as a Cloth 
Factory for Henry Stanton on Henley Estate land, sometime between 1806 
and 1824. It was later operated by Glyde & Co until cloth making ceased in 
1847. Silk throwing was started by the Lawton family from Churchstanton 
(orginally from Congleton in 1854 - see Papers 1 & 2 for more detail on Cloth 
and Silk). 
    

 
 
The river side of the White Rose Steam Laundry, by the ford at 
Jordan, top of Millgreen. Compare with the next photograph. The concrete 
bridge now there was not built until the US Military occupied the building. The 
footbridge has gone and its footings are now obscured by an extension of the 
wall to the right. The building is constructed of Blue Lias blocks, now 
rendered. The wooden extension housed the oil engine for driving the plant 
and heating the boiler - the water wheel and mill machinery having been 
removed. 
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The Starks find the empty factory 
Having managed a laundry “at an institution” in Chester-le-Street in Co 
Durham, Mr & Mrs Stark moved to Lyme from their native Durham. In Lyme 
Mrs Stark had already built up something of a reputation as a laundress. 
Spotting the derelict silk mill one day, the Starks recognised the potential of 
the New Factory and took a lease. We do not yet know whether the Henley 
Estate still owned the building at the time. Mr Thompson from Hexham in 
Northumberland advised on the installation of the steam laundry. The building 
then had two open floors, each 50 x 22ft in area. The Lyme building firm of 
Caddy’s was contracted to clear out the silk machinery and adapt the building.  
 

 
 

The Laundry was located in the northern-most mill on this map, labelled 
“Cloth & Silk Mill (disused)” on the 1903 Ordnance Survey Map. This was the 
year the Starks started. The fields and orchards are now built up. 

 

 
 
Jordan Flats in 2010 – the White Rose Steam laundry occupied this 
building. The mill tail-race and millpond overflow can still be seen, as can the 
space in which the overshot wheel operated. The oil engine house stood 

more or less where the sheds are now. 
 
Equipping the Laundry 
Town water had to be provided, together with a central steam boiler for all the 
process and for radiators in the drying room. Sustainability was not a buzz 
word then, so rather than restoring the water wheel for power, a 6hp 
horizontal oil engine contained in a small newly built wooden engine house at 
the river end of the factory drove the machinery through rods and belting. By 
modern diesel engine standards, the engine was so inefficient that its exhaust 
and cooling water was so hot that it was sufficient to heat a steam boiler. 
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The latest American equipment, from Nelson and Kreuter of Chicago, was 
installed. This included washing machines, 1,300 rpm spin dryers, a steam 
mangle and roller presses for drying and ironing flat goods such as sheets - 
the rollers heated by an air and gas blast known as a “Dixie Blower”. A stove 
holding 24 irons and various ironing tables was installed for ironing the more 
delicate items by hand. There was even a hand-operated lift to take linen 
upstairs, like a “dumb waiter” in a restaurant. 
 
Operating the laundry 
The laundry employed up to 30 staff and could produce up to 30 clean and 
pressed shirts per hour. The Starks lived at Dorset House, at the top of Silver 
Street. On one occasion they had a strike on their hands after refusing to take 
back a worker who had been off sick without pay. Miss Robbins was the 
Manageress in 1927, but Mr Cawley had taken over as Manager by 1935. 
 

 
 

Advertisement from the 1930 Official Lyme Regis tourist brochure  
note that that the untilted swastika symbol was still an acceptable device  

at that time for the printer to use to break up the text. 
 

The Laundry advertised its services widely, at least as late as 1939, when it 
was amalgamated with the Axe Vale Laundry in Axminster and soiled linen 
was collected from Lyme in vans marked Axe Vale & White Rose Laundry. 
The unused building was soon requisitioned by the Army as barracks and 
later used by US forces preparing for the D-Day landings. After the war it was 
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converted to six flats and is now the responsibility of Magna Housing 
Association. 
 
To visit the location  
See the Walking Trails in Papers 1&2, which set the context for the building in 
their previous uses. Otherwise leave the Museum and walk up Coombe Street 
opposite, continue over Gosling Bridge and then turn right into Millgreen at the 
Angel Inn. At the top of Millgreen you come to the ford and Jordan Flats stand 
to your right over the river bridge. This is where the laundry was located. Total 
walking time there and back, 20 minutes. 
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