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The mythic boot with the lifesaving reputation given by Mrs 

Gordon in 1938 (1938/40) 

The Boot 

This story starts for the Museum with a landlubber’s boot, reputed 

to have been used by survivors from the sinking First World War 

battleship HMS Formidable to bail the pinnace (an open ship’s boat 
with oars and/or sails) in which they escaped from the ship and 

reached safety in Lyme. Holed, low in the water and in danger of 
being swamped by heavy seas. Without bailing the pinnace would 

have sunk and the sailors would certainly have drowned. Not all 
those in the pinnace survived, but Lassie, the landlady’s dog at the 

Pilot Boat Hotel saved one who had been given up for dead. 

For years, the Museum had displayed this boot as the very boot that 

did the baling. No doubt it was given in good faith and the story was 

believed. That the sailors did use their boots to bale the boat is in 
not in doubt; they must have talked all about their ordeal when 

they came ashore. The abandoned pinnace was left on the shingle 
by Cobb Gate and next day all and sundry came to gawp, sit in and 

generally enjoy the spectacle in a ghoulish way. Anything could 
have happened to whatever was left behind in the boat. Those 

sailors still alive would have been only too pleased to get to 
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somewhere warm and dry, some had to be caried. They would not 

have been thinking of taking souvenirs with them. 

This is not a sailor’s seaboot, it is a heavy leather farmer’s or 
workman’s boot with a hobnailed leather sole with some additional 

iron studs. Just possibly it could have been the boot of a Royal 

Marine soldier on board the Formidable, or a boot used by a coal 
trimmer or stoker. It is in fair condition, but there are no surviving 

markings - military, naval, maker’s, owner’s, or sizing, nor any salty 
residue. There is no hard evidence as to the boot’s origin. Of the 

donor we have only a name, Mrs Gordon, no provenance, despite a 
record in the Museum Trust minutes for 1938. She may have been a 

Lymite, she may have been the daughter of a survivor, but we only 
have a married woman’s name, which may give no clue. There was 

no-one in the crew list with the surname Gordon and it is not a 
Lyme name. No doubt she will have believed the story with all her 

heart. It may have been a story handed down to her. But this is just 
the wrong kind of boot for it to be true. Such a boot would have 

damaged decks and companion ways, slid about on painted metal 
decks, and made sparks which could cause a fire in ropes or oil-

soaked materials or caused an explosion in munitions, both of which 

could destroy the ship.  

Half a dozen stokers did come with the survivors to Lyme. These 

likely were off duty, as it was the boiler rooms that were hit and 
flooded. The chances are that all on-duty stokers perished. We 

consulted the Royal Naval Museum at Portsmouth, and it concurred 

with view that this was not a seaman’s boot and would not be 
allowed on a battleship except maybe for a marine or a stoker 

under strict conditions. 

HMS Formidable 

Formidable was was the third of four Royal Navy ships to be so 

named, being the lead ship of the Formidable Class, a pre-
Dreadnought class of battleships. Launched on 17th November 1898 

and commissioned on 10th October 1901, she served with the 
Channel Fleet from 1908 after a stint in the Mediterranean. In World 

War I (1914-18) she was stationed with the 5th Battle Squadron 

under the Nore Command (ie, Sheerness) to guard against possible 

German invasion.  

 

On the 28th of December 1914 she transferred to Portland but was 
lost to enemy action just five days later. The loss was tragic in 

human terms: only 199 men survived out of a total of 747-751 on 
board. Moreover, to lose such a capital asset so early in the war was 

damaging to the national morale. Contemporary reports concentrate 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pre-dreadnought
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pre-dreadnought
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battleship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Channel_Fleet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/5th_Battle_Squadron_(United_Kingdom)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheerness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
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on the heroism exihibited in the rescue and avoid the strategic 
significance of the loss. However, despite some reports she was the 

first British battleship to be lost in the war, she was the third, with 
HMS Audacious mined in Lough Swilly and HMS Bulwark, blown up 

by her magazine whilst loading. Formidable was the first battleship 
sunk in the war. 

 
 

 
HMS Formidable photo given by Miss Margaret Day LRM 

1983/146-2 

The Ship 

Formidable had a nominal complement of 758 and weighed 15,805 

tons fully laden. Her main armament was four 12” and twelve 6” 
guns, together with sixteen 12-pounders, two Maxim machine guns 

and four underwater torpedo tubes. She was armoured by a belt of 
Krupp and Harvey armour mid-ships and was fitted with a raked, 

strengthened bow for ramming.  

Her innovation was having 20 Belleville water-tube boilers, installed 
in three separate boiler rooms, but she was fitted with two triple 

expansion reciprocating steam engines, rather than the later, faster 
and more efficient steam turbines. Her maximum speed was 18kts, 

which was relatively fast for her weight, but left her needing escort 

protection from lighter, faster ships against submarines. She was 
regarded as obsolete after the ground-breaking HMS Dreadnought 
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was launched in 1906. Fitted with steam turbines, the Deadnought 
Class of battleships became a major part of the developing arms 

race with Germany, so much so that all earlier ships in many navies 

became known as pre-Dreadnoughts. 

Formidable carried several boats which had various functions as 

tenders for supply, crew comings and goings, military and 
ceremonial purposes. These could be swung over the side on davits 

or cranes and would function in adversity as lifeboats. The boats 
carried comprised three steam pinnaces, a sail pinnace, a sail 

launch, three cutters, a galley, three whalers, a gig, a skiff, dinghy 
and a balsa raft. We will see that in storm conditions, with a list and 

without light and power, launching these boats was almost 

impossible and that only one of them made landfall. 

The events of Thursday 31st December 1914, New Years Eve.  

After gunnery exercises off Start Point (the westermost point of 

Lyme Bay), the fleet, with HMS Formidable, remained on patrol 
instead of returning to Portland Harbour for the night. This was 

despite reports of German submarines in the area. In any case she 
was too late to return - the Portland anti-submarine boom would 

have been closed by the time she could have got back.  

The rough sea conditions, increasing wind and approaching storm 

were thought to make submarine attack too difficult, so no sigificant 

threat was perceived that night. It was on this point that Vice-
Admiral Sir Lewis Bayly, in charge of the 5th Battle Squadron, was 

later criticised for not taking proper precautions during the 
exercises. He was cleared of the charge of negligence, without the 

Court Martial that he requested to clear his name. Admiral Bayly 
seems to have no obvious family connection with the Sir Henry 

Bayly of High Cliff House in Lyme. 

Formidable was in the so-called “coffin position”, steaming at the 

rear of a line of ships, each two cables (400m) apart, behind HMS 
London, Prince of Wales, Implacable, Queen and Agamemnon with 

Admiral Baylys’s flagship, HMS Lord Nelson leading. The fleet was 
followed further astern by two faster light cruisers, HMS Topaze and 

Diamond. These ships could have been used, by virtue of their 
speed of 22kts1 , to foil submarine attack by steaming outside the 

line of ships. 

At 7pm a 16-point turn was made off the Needles to throw off any 
stalking German submarines, the fleet now returning west. All was 

well as the Navy’s traditional 16-bells salute to the New Year 

 
1 Speeds are given in nautical miles per hour, one knot (1 kt) = 1.15 mph 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Submarine
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sounded. A further 16-point turn was planned for 3am when the 

fleet was expected to be 15 miles off Start Point. It was not to be.  

The events of Saturday 1st January 1915, New Year’s Day 

At 2.20am a torpedo from German submarine U-24 exploded in the 
No 1 Boiler Room on her port side about 232 miles east of Start 

Point, fired at a range of 360 metres. Formidable, being at the rear 
of the line was not protected by the faster, lighter ships. 

Formidable’s top speed was 18kts, whereas U-24’s top speed was 
16.4kts when diesel driven on the surface (9.7kts submerged on 

electric motors and batteries). U-24 had been stalking the fleet all 

day, but it should be noted that snorkels to enable diesel engines to 
be used when submerged were not fitted until WWII, so the slow U-

24 must have really been fortunate to get into a firing position 

without being seen, as the fleet was steaming at about 10kts. 

Captain Arthur Noel Loxley, in command of the Formidable, 

attempted to make for the coast, but she was soon without steam 
and starting to settle in the water. Within 20 minutes she had 

developed a 20° list to starboard. With no electrical power for 
control, lights or working the ship’s wireless, Loxley was forced to 

give the order to abandon ship. Standing orders were for unaffected 
ships to steam on to avoid themselves being torpedoed. 

Commander Law on HMS Topaze noticed that Formidable was out of 
line and rushed to the scene but was only able to rescue 43 men 

from a ship's boat before she was ordered away by Loxley, once to 
try and bring a liner to help, which sailed on without stopping, and 

then because a submarine was spotted. The cruiser Diamond picked 

up a further 37 men. 

All the while Loxley and his second in command, Commander 

Charles Frederick Ballard, remained calm on the bridge giving 
instructions, telling the sailors “that there’s life in the old ship yet” 

and to “be British”. The Chaplain, Rev. George Brooke Robinson, 
went below in the darkness, at great personal risk, and returned 

with cigarettes for the men to boost morale. Robinson had been a 

curate of Burton Bradstock. He was not recovered. 

 

 

Admist the chaos another torpedo rams into Formidable 

 
2 Mileages given in statute miles, not nautical miles. Hence some reports appear to differ where the 

type of mile is not specified. 
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Around 3.05 am Formidable was torpedoed again, this time on the 

port side in the No.2 Boiler Room from a range of only 160m. 

Around 4.45 am she rolled over and sank quickly about 41 miles 
SSW of Lyme Regis, 37 miles from Portland Bill and 48 miles from 

Guernsey in 32.6 fathoms (60m) of water.  

The wreck was found in 1981, her exact position is 50 13.14N; 03 

03.99W, which is a point over the horizon from the Devon and 

Dorset coasts, even from the summit of Golden Cap. She remains 
more or less complete apart from two massive holes, one each side. 

As a war grave and a controlled site under the Protection of Military 
Remains Act, 1986 she cannot be entered, although an unsuccessful 

attempt has been made to steal one of her propellers.  

U-24 and Kapitanleutnant Rudolf Schneider3. 

U-24 was one of 329 German U-boats in World War I, being one of 

the first diesel powered versions; the earlier petrol driven ones were 

less reliable and slower. Commanded by Kapitanleutnant Rudolf 
Schneider, Formidable was her second kill. She damaged her 

conning tower and periscope, either by passing too close under the 
keel of Formidable after the second attack, or from debris which 

rained down on her. She was repaired and survived the war, being 

broken up at Swansea in 1922.  

Rudolf4 Schneider was a succesful U-boat commander, with 44 

sinkings to his credit, but he died on 13th October 1917 aged 33 
after being washed overboard from the conning tower of U-87, and 

although he was recovered from the sea in 10 minutes, he could not 

be resuscitated. 

The Rescue5 

Darkness, worsening weather, squalls, a 30ft (9.1m) swell and the 
increasing list made launching the ship’s boats difficult, some were 

smashed, killing the occupants, others capsized. Wood and even a 

piano were thrown overboard as life rafts. Men were said to be 
calmly smoking on deck awaiting their fate. Captain Loxley 

remained on the bridge with his Airedale terrier Bruce, Cdr. Ballard 
and a signaller to oversee the evacuation and were lost along with 

many others when Formidable finally rolled over and sank.  

Of the total crew on board, between 747 and 751 men, 199 were 

saved. Captain Noel Loxley (42) and Commander Ballard (35) went 

 
3 Information from Verband Deutscher U-bootfahrer e.V. 
4 Sometimes quoted as Rudolph 
5 Mostly taken from articles in the Western Morning News during January 1915, reprinted in that paper 

on 19th October 1982, and reports of survivors in Lyme Regis Museum. Accounts vary slightly. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridge_(ship)
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down with the ship. The body of Loxley’s dog Bruce came ashore on 
Chesil Beach below Abbotsbury Castle some three weeks later and 

was buried in a marked grave in the Fox-Strangeway’s dog 
cemetery at Abbotsbury Gardens nearby. Almost all the others must 

have gone done with the ship: only a handful of bodies of the men 
who were left in the water ever came ashore, one at Dieppe and 

some on Chesil Beach.  

Tom Walker had a remarkable escape being picked up by one of the 

escorts after 14 hours in the water, having temporarly found refuge 

on the up-turned bottom of the Formidable before she finally sank. 
Grabbing a floating spar, he avoided being sucked down with the 

ship, despite being struck on the foot by one of her propellors. 

 

Bruce’s gravestone in Abbotsbury Gardens Photo by Graham 
Davies 

The “Brixham” Pinnace 

Two pinnaces got away from the sight of the cruisers. The Brixham 

sailing trawler Provident picked up 71 men from one before it sank 

15 miles off Berry Head, Brixham, one sailor having plugged a hole 
in the pinnace by sitting over it for the whole time they were at sea. 

The men were landed at Brixham and the Provident’s crew were 
lauded for their bravery considering the storm conditions they 

endured. The rescue is celebrated at Brixham Museum.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbotsbury#Places_of_interest
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The Lyme Pinnace 

The other pinnace had also taken off 71 men, just before the 

second torpedo struck blowing wreckage over it. It dropped astern, 
hoping to pick up more men, but after it sank into a big wave 

trough the sailors did not see Formidable again. From that pinnace 

51 men reached Lyme alive, 48 surviving.  

 

The crew of the Brixham trawler Provident with their medals  

 

The Lyme Pinnace 
 

In the conditions it was a miracle that the second pinnace reached 
Lyme 22 hours later. It was 42ft (12.8m) long, quite long for a 

wooden rowing boat, but it was soon half-full of water, holed from 

its rough launch making it so low in the water that it was in danger 
of being swamped and very difficult to row. The men bailed within 

anything to hand – boots, caps and a blanket. An officer still on the 
ship shouted instructions to them to row towards distant lights, 

thought to belong to liners in the Channel. But it was hopeless: they 
needed all their strength to keep the pinnace’s bow headed to wind 

to avoid being swamped. Despite the men being half-submerged in 
the freezing water in the boat, morale was maintained by singing, 

the cheer of Leading Seaman Carroll and some bullying by Petty 
Officer Bing of those inclined to give up. Bailing kept the boat afloat. 

The men, all fit before the incident, were soon fighting exhaustion 
and hypothermia, and Bing knew that to fall asleep was to die. 

Many were poorly clad, having been summoned from their 
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hammocks in the dark still wearing their fearnoughts, woollen 
flannel one-piece vests and long-johns. Only some came with boots 

and trousers. There was snow in the bitter gale and the pinnace was 
often so down in the wave troughs that nothing afar could be seen. 

 
Dawn broke on New Year’s day, but no land was in sight. Eleven 

boats were seen during the day, but none saw the pinnace hidden in 
the high seas. The sailors first rowed in one direction, then another 

towards these sightings. All the time they were drifting NE across 
Lyme Bay towards the coast. Not having had time to provision the 

pinnace they had no food or fresh water, let alone any flares, lights 
or a compass.  Night fell and the gales continued without relent. 

Rain and hail at least provided something to slake their thirst. 
 

Blackout restrictions limited the chances of the sailors seeing any 

landward lights. At 5 pm Bing saw two blue lights6 and they rowed 
towards them as hard as they could for two hours, when a bunch of 

four white lights became apparent. Seven miles off a red light was 
seen, which could have been the Cobb’s harbour light. Then 

Seaman Taplin saw a sudden, short very bright light three miles off, 
which could have been the cinema projector in the old Assembly 

Rooms at Cobb Gate: it was giving trouble that night and the 
operator inadvertently had shone the light through a window whilst 

trying to fix the machine. They were drifting to safety, but still being 
beyond hailing distance they waited until the tide carried them 

forward.  
 

Forty-eight exhausted men row into Lyme  
 

Seaman Carroll said that they must keep the sighting of that light to 

starboard. He was so right, had he said port, they would have 
landed unseen, smashed on the rocky shores and drowned. Even an 

attempt to get into the Cobb, had they known it, would have spelled 
disaster, for the men’s strength to row against wind and tide was 

seriously compromised by now and they could have been dashed 
against the harbour walls. But luck held that they landed on a 

shingle beach with help already at hand. 
 

Miss Gwen Harding was the first to spot the pinnace, walking home 
along Marine Parade from dinner with her parents, William and 

Annie Harding of Chirnside, Lyme Regis, late of Stone, 
Staffordshire. Gwen glimpsed the boat; her mother confirmed the 

sighting, and the alarm was raised at 11pm. At first, they thought it 
might be a German raiding party, and as if to confirm this when 

 
6 The number and colour of lights seen varies between accounts 
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closer, they saw that the pinnace bore the ship’s crest, the spread 
eagle of Lord Rodney of the first Formidable. To the gathering crowd 

this was the German imperial eagle (see below). The crest from the 
pinnace was presented to Lyme by the survivors and is preserved in 

Lyme Regis Guildhall. Lyme lifeboat was out of commission, having 
been itself smashed against the Cobb wall a month before, but 

Police Sergeant James Stockley and PC Rideout7 responded quickly 
to the call and hailed the men “are you English”, getting an 

affirmative reply.  
 

    
Left: Formidable’s eagle crest from the pinnace  

Right: for comparison, the eagle crest from the imperial 
German naval ensign 

 
The sea conditions were poor for a shingle beach landing, and they 

were lucky to keep the pinnace headed into the shore. Because of 
the blackout, Lyme’s streetlights were all off, but in the moon light 

PS Stockley caught the painter (mooring line) cast towards him 
from the pinnace, making it fast. Only three of the sailors had 

enough strength to haul themselves ashore along it. Townspeople 

came to assist, including the Mayor, Alban Woodroffe, R W Abbott of 
the lifeboat and Messrs Harris and Gush. The rest of the men had to 

be carried out, one man falling under the boat in the surf being 
rescued by Stockley, who received many awards, including the 

King’s Police Medal, for his actions.  
 

Of the 71 men who took to the pinnace, 14 had to be buried at sea 
to lighten the boat and increase the chance of survival for the 

remainder. Forty-eight men were landed alive, together with 9 
bodies.  

  
 

 
 

The Pinnace – could it have been better equipped? 

 
With the benefit of hindsight, it seems that the pinnace was very 

badly equipped to act as a lifeboat. No rations, no warm clothing, 
no cover, no flares, no lights, no navigation equipment, no bailers 

 
7 sometimes Ridout 
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and no lifebelts. These shortages seem inexplicable Oars were lost 
or broken, leaving only six oars out of a possible sixteen. One had 

to be used as a tiller, as the rudder was lost in the launch from the 
ship. To row such a large boat with only five oars would be difficult 

at the best of times. Its normal use would be as a tender or liberty 
boat, for which some of this equipment would be essential. It can 

hardly have been thought that a warship’s crew would not be put in 
the position of having to make a rapid exit from a sinking or burning 

ship. With better equipment all those who reached the pinnace 
should have survived – as did all of Shackleton’s explorers who 

spent months in the Endurance’s pinnaces after she was crushed by 
pack ice in the Antarctica in 1915. 

 

 
 

Cap band from HMS Formidable belonging to Leading 
Seaman Backhouse A survivor rescued by HMS Topaze. Given by 

Mrs N Brown LRM1985/262 
 

 
The Pilot Boat Hotel, still a welcome sight at night, but here  

with streetlights in 2012 

 
Rescue HQ at the Pilot Boat Hotel 

 
Food, blankets, cigarettes and hot-water bottles were brought by 

Lyme people to the Pilot Boat Hotel, just across the road from the 
where the pinnace landed. From here some men were taken into 

people’s homes and others were taken to Lyme’s Cottage Hospital in 
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his car by the Mayor, Alban Woodroffe. Of the 51 landed alive, 48 
were nursed back to health through the efforts of Lyme’s Drs Spurr 

and Cooper, Dr Patterson, a visiting doctor, nurses and by ordinary 
Lyme people. Eight or nine were unconscious and in a critical 

condition, being almost without pulse and very cold, but by 
Saturday they were doing well, apart from the three who died after 

the boat landed.  
 

 
The Pinnace beached near where she landed at Cob Gate. 

The old Assembly Rooms on the right. The Pilot Boat Hotel is just 
through the gap. Children are in the boat, other photographs show 

more people in it and standing around  Given by Miss Margaret Day 
LRM 1983/146-1 

 
 

Lassie and her part in the Remarkable Rescue of Able 
Seaman Cowan 

 
It was at the Pilot Boat that a dog came to rescue of Able Seaman 

John Cowan, who had been given up for dead by the doctors. 

Cowen was the sailor rescued by PS Stockley from the sea. The 
landlady, Mrs Atkins had a rough-coated collie called Lassie. The 

dog realised that Cowan was not dead and brought him back to 
consciousness by her warmth and by licking him for half an hour. 

For this she became a celebrity, won a silver collar (which she did 
not like wearing) and the Royal Humane Society’s shield. Later in 

the year she appeared at Crufts as a celebrity dog, but never 
understood what the fuss was about. Cowan and the Lassie became 

quite inseparable.  
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Left: Lassie was always thought in Lyme to be the inspiration 

of the Lassie films. A postcard given by Mrs Jean Curtis LRM 

1979/37-1. Right: Able Seaman Cowan and another dog. 
 
 

 
Most of the survivors at Lyme, as dressed by local people.  

Cowan seems to have yet another dog.  
 

 
 

Those less fortunate 
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Three others died, despite all best efforts and their bodies were laid 
out in the Assembly Rooms cinema entrance, together with the six 

others who reached Lyme already dead. They were:  

William Feldon, Petty Officer 1st Class; John Pells, Leading 
Stoker; W C Eley, Horace Bernthall, William Fawkes and 

Henry Souter, Stokers; Henri Villiers-Russell and John 
Villiers-Russell, St John’s Ambulance RN Auxiliary Sick Berth 

Reserve; and Bernard A de P Smyth, Boy 1st Class. 

 
At the inquest held at the Assembly Rooms Cinema the jury found 

that the men had “died from exposure at sea following an accident 
which occurred on board their ship”.  

 

     
 

Left: The Russell twins in their St John’s Ambulance uniforms 
Right: Bernard de Plumley Smyth who died aged 17 

  
Pells was buried at Kings Lynn, Norfolk, and the Villiers-Russell 

twins at Coppunhull, part of Crewe, Cheshire. Altogether only the 
bodies of 18 men and one dog were recovered for burial. 

 

The remaining six from the Lyme pinnace were buried at Lyme 
Regis Cemetery, following a funeral service at St Michael’s Church 

on Wednesday 6th Jan 1915 conducted by Dr Frederick Ridgeway, 
Bishop of Salisbury. A large crowd watched the six coffins draped 

with the Union flag being carried through the streets. Sailors and 
soldiers from Devonport provided full military honours. The 

survivors attended, an event which they found very difficult, 
thinking of their colleagues that they had to bury at sea to ensure 

the pinnace stayed afloat. They were required to return to their 
shore stations immediately afterwards and enjoyed no further sick 

leave, despite what they had been through and their exhaustion on 
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landing. Lyme made sure to give them a good send off from the 
station with crowds and the scouts’ band in attendance. 

 
In his sermon the Bishop alluded to the public, because of reporting 

restrictions, being unaware of what the Navy was achieving. He 
said, “Let any person ask what the Navy is doing” and in answer 

stated that “…they pay toll with their lives without a murmur”. 
 

 

 
The funeral procession approaching St Michael’s Church 
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The base of the Formidable memorial, Lyme Regis Cemetery 

 

 
At the graveside with the Bishop of Salisbury officiating   
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The Formidable Memorial in 2012 

 

A large Celtic cross was erected over the graves as a memorial. It 
can be accessed from Charmouth Road or up steps from Kingsway 

and is about 75m west of the central chapel. In 1915 this was the 
western edge of the cemetery, which has since been extended on 

the right. 
 

Further reading 
Potts, M and Marks 2004, Before the Bells have faded: The sinking 

of HMS Formidable Wonderworks Studios, Nantwich (available for 
sale in the Museum bookshop). This book is the full story of the 

tragedy and has a full list of the crew. 

 
See also 

 
The Display on the ground floor of the Museum which has the 

objects illustrated here. In addition the Museum has a box file 
containing press cuttings, the Admiralty survivors and casualty lists, 

first-hand accounts and various scrapbook items including the 
service history of Kapitanleutnant Schneider. Many of these 

accounts differ in detail and numbers. 
 

Web sites explain more about the Formidable, its sinking and the 
discovery by divers in 1981. In particular search for those for 

Burton Bradstock and Brixham. 
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Lyme Regis Guildhall has a commemorative plaque set with the 
Formidable’s crest, taken from the pinnace by the survivors and 

presented to the town. 
 

The Pilot Boat Hotel has photographs on display in the bar. 
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