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Do you know more? Do you have any photographs or postcards of 
quarrying activity, particularly at Uplyme, if so, please do get in touch with 
the author or Ken Gollop at the museum. 

 
Summary 
Blue Lias Limestone was quarried around the outcrop for building stone in 
Uplyme until about 1920 and from the sea cliffs and wave-cut platforms 
east and west of Lyme Regis until the First World War.  
 
Building sand has been dug from the lower part of the Upper Greensand 
outcrop around Uplyme, and in Lyme Regis around Timber Hill and 
elsewhere.  
 
Stone from the Upper Greensand Cherty Series has been quarried until 
recently in the large quarry on Shapwick Grange Farm at Uplyme for 
coarse fill used in foundations and as a sub-base in road and drive 
construction.  
 
Chalk is presently being worked at Shapwick Grange Quarry for 
agricultural lime, and the poorer-quality limestone beds of the Blue Lias 
have been burnt for agricultural lime in Uplyme and for stucco work and 
hydraulic cement in Lyme Regis (see Paper 4: Lime Burning and Paper 6: 
Cement Making for more detail). 

 
The lowest beds of the Blue Lias resting on White Lias (the junction is the 
obvious colour change near the bottom of the picture). Each of the hard beds 
would have its use and be known to the quarrymen and the stone merchants for 
its quality. This section at Pinhay Bay in Uplyme is roughly in the same stone as 
was quarried at Uplyme village. 
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Cherts for rubble walls have been collected from fields and possibly from 
shallow pits on the Greensand and Clay-with-Flints outcrop.  
 
Use of Stone in Lyme Regis and the Lim Valley 
Most of the surviving old buildings in the Lim Valley are built of Blue Lias 
limestone or cherts from the Upper Greensand, or both, with brick quoins in 
the latter case for ease of forming openings and corners. Lias was also 
used for kerbs and paving.  
 
The so-called Blue Lias is really grey: the light grey limestone beds 
average 45cm thick and alternate with darker grey mudstones of similar 
thickness, sometimes with pale grey nodular cementstones, which are 
muddy limestones suitable for cement making. Only certain limestone 
layers are hard enough and sufficiently frost-hardy to be suitable for 
building, although the others could be burnt for lime or used in the cement 
works.  
 
Some old cottages are cob, wood and thatch: and it is likely that all humble 
buildings were once built in this way in the Lim Valley, but after the major 
fires of Lyme Regis in 1803 and 1844 building in stone or brick became 
commonplace. 
 
Kerbs and pavings in Lyme are either Blue Lias, White Lias or concrete. 
Most of the paving in Broad Street and the stone setts at the Shambles are 
Blue Lias, but Pound Street has a long run of White Lias kerbs on its 
northern side. Very good quality stone would be needed for kerbs, which 
had to withstand being over-run by iron-tyred traffic in the past and heavy 
lorries today.  
 
Lyme’s old sea walls around the Museum and Theatre are built of Blue 
Lias limestone in as large a block size as possible, but they often show 
severe erosion and corrosion and required constant attention before the 
new sea walls were built in front of them by South West Water and West 
Dorset District Council in 1993-5. 
 
Whilst important buildings and the sea walls may have been built of 
reasonable stone, lesser buildings were often built of much poorer quality 
material with the intention that they would be rendered, slated and even 
pitched with tar. Fashion now dictates removing of renderings, but it is 
uncertain for how long exposed Blue Lias stone façades will stand: houses 
in Mill Green show recently exposed stones which may well require heavy 
repair and re-rendering in due course.  
 
Today, Blue Lias stone used in Lyme for repairs and garden walls 
generally comes from around Somerton and Charlton Mackrell in South 
Somerset. It would take more than expert knowledge to tell the difference, 
but the same rules apply – the shelly beds, which are re-crystallised, are 
the strongest and some of the fine-grained light coloured beds are not even 
frost hardy over one winter. 
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Blue Lias – Quarrying from the Cliffs and Ledges 
Blue Lias stone was worked from the cliffs and foreshore at Lyme Regis up 
until the First World War. Stone formed a useful return cargo for colliers 
bound for Lyme from Tyneside and London, avoiding the need to take on 
unsaleable material as ballast. 
 
In the 1820s local lime burners W & G H Stevens were shipping Blue Lias 
limestone for making stucco limes at their London works in Hackney, 
licensed by the Henley Estate, which owned all the land and mineral rights 
as far as the Devon boundary and the Church Cliffs.  
 
On 6th May 1847 the Sunderland Dock Company sought tenders in the 
Dorset County Chronicle for the supply of 50 tons of Blue Lias Limestone 
per month. As the north-east of England has good construction sandstone 
and whinstone, this must have been to make fresh hydraulic cement on 
site for setting blocks of these stones under water (see paper 6). 
 
Sea quarrying of the stone was first encouraged by the landowner, Henry 
Hoste Henley, who had road building contracts in London, in the 1820s. 
Henley was a civil engineer and was licensing the extraction and shipping 
stone for stucco manufacture and for in-fill in foundations. He managed to 
override any qualms that the town had to licence extraction from the sea 
fringes of his estate (Fowles 1991).  
 
But Henley was not the only landowner prepared to risk land instability for 
profit. Papers kindly loaned by George Allhusen show that in 1851 George 
Nathaniel Shore rented the sea, beach and foreshore fronting his estate 
below Underhill Dairy in Uplyme Parish west from Devonshire Head from 
the HM Office of Woods & Forests for a £1 per year, plus 1d/ton for stone 
raised and removed, for 31 years. 
 
Even the Borough was happy to profit providing it received proper dues, as 
an out-of-court settlement of 13th December 1869 shows. It had wanted 6d 
per ton for the export of undressed stone. The Borough agreed to abandon 
its action against William Harvey Senior nr and Junior and John Hicks all of 
Plymouth at appeal at the High Court against a County Assize ruling. 
Harveys had been taking stone from Shore’s land/foreshore and the 
Borough had alleged failure to declare the true weights or pay the levied 
charges as harbour dues. They agreed to pay the council 2½ ton shipped 
through the Cobb or 2d ton shipped direct from the beach and the Borough 
agreed not to charge anyone else less, the agreement not to affect the 
rights of Mr Shore. Interestingly the Cobb Dues notice posted on the Cobb, 
of 1879, puts the rate to all-comers at 6d/ton! 
 
A letter of 5th April letter to the Bridport News complains that Mr Harvey of 
Plymouth is cruelly using donkeys to carry 2-3cwt of stone over rough 
shingle and beach to the works. 
 
Much later, our own T E D Philpot of Holme Cleeve, who built the Museum 
from his personal fortune, was not above profiting from the destruction of 
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the cliffs and undermining his estate. On 20th April 1906 Philpot leased a 
“quarry”, ie the foreshore and cliff from Devonshire Head westwards to the 
Allhusen boundary at Donkey Green, for the winning of all stone, clay, marl 
minerals and other substances to John Lamb Spoor of Rochester, Kent, 
Cement Maker, subject to any rights the Borough might have under Royal 
Charter, a royalty of 6d ton for stone raised whether sold or not, 
compensation for “damage” and providing no blasting took place except in 
“any open stone quarry”. This is the same foreshore which had been the 
subject of the licence to Shore: in the meantime HM Government had 
disposed its rights to the foreshore. It is also where quarrying led to the 
continuing loss of land and the imminent total loss of the farmhouse at 
Underhill Dairy, where John Fowles once lived. 
 
Much later, in 1933, long after sea quarrying had finished, Major Ormsby 
Allhusen bought the foreshore west of Mr Shore’s purchase, also from HM 
Government, for the grand sum of £5 plus 4gn costs, presumably to be 
sure he had control of it, having seen what had happened to the east. 
 
Today this “sea quarrying” seems a stupid thing to do, increasing the 
danger that the town faces from inundation. Indeed an urgent need to build 
up the seawalls by public subscription occurred not long after sea 
quarrying started and continues to this day. Roberts (1834) railed against 
the trade, complaining that: 
 

Within the last five years, many a stout labourer has been 
employed east of the town to make deep water near the shore; and 
so to hasten by the readiest means that art could devise, except that 
of actually setting workmen to throw down the cliff …A demand 
for stucco in London, to cover the deformities of innumerable 
erections, has caused thousands of tons of limestone, the very 
ledges round our shore, to be shipped off. Whole ledges have 
disappeared, that were broken up with great labour; and by men 
who were not well remunerated for their toil. A ledge, within a few 
feet of the eastern jetty, has actually been partly broken up, and the 
Table Rock and Horse Pond, names familiar to the natives of Lyme 
and which bring fond recollections and associations of youth, are 
no more. The eventual result of all this is… the destruction of our 
cliffs. 

 
Taking the readily available stone from the sea side of the town must have 
seemed quite appropriate those engaged in the trade: it was ready source 
of stone for export, for the cement industry and for local building. Sea 
quarrying seems to have been mainly for export or cement making: much 
of the building stone used in the parts of the town away from the sea came 
from quarries in Uplyme.  
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The Blue Lias limestone beds all had distinctive names which indicated 
their character and usefulness to the quarrymen, and which have been 
retained by geologists. Skulls, Venty, Glass Bottle, Gumption, Copper, 
Mongrel, Best Bed, Rattle, Quick, and Top Quick are typical names, whilst 
some of the shales have gained named from the fossilists as well – 
Saurian Shales for example. The hard beds form the ledges, for example, 
Broad Ledge near the Museum is made up of Blue Lias limestone beds 
known as the Third Quick and the Gumption. Quarrymen would have been 
aware of the value of fossils and no doubt provided a ready labour force for 
collectors. Mary Anning is known to have employed “labourers” to 
undertake and transport her major extractions, which would have been 
very heavy. For detail on the geology of the Blue Lias and sections 
showing all the quarryman’s bed names, see Dr Ian West’s web pages, 
particularly www.soton.ac.uk/~imw/lymchar.htm 
 
The 1888 Ordnance Survey map show a lime kiln, as well as the Cement 
Works on Monmouth Beach: slack coal or culm for burning would have 
been imported through the Cobb. Stone not suitable for building would 
have been burned for lime, or mixed with the mudstone beds and some of 
the Black Ven Marl above the Blue Lias for cement making – see papers 4 
and 6 for detail. The lime kiln itself, when finished with, would have been a 
readily useable source of more stone: easier than quarrying more from the 
ledges. 
 

 
The 1888 Ordnance Survey Map shows the cement works before later 
expansion, the tramway to the Cobb and a limekiln. All of these features have 

disappeared. 
 
Stone was won from Chippel Bay and Broad Bench by hand with the aid of 
crowbars and hammers. Stone from the cliffs was dropped onto the beach 
using explosives.  
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Getting the Stone to the Cobb - The Tramways 
Stone from the west of Lyme was transported to the Cobb by a tramway 
from the western ledges, opened in 1853 (Sherborne Mercury, 22nd 
November). This is recorded on Lt Cox and Master Davis’ 1854 Chart of 
Lyme running from the Cobb quayside as far west as it could, without 
actually running on the beach. Their map also shows that the cement 
works had yet to be built. From photographs and engravings, this original 
Cobb tramway seems to have been quite broad, possibly even as broad as 
standard gauge (4ft 8½in). Flat-bottomed iron or steel rails were used. 
Large flat four wheel trucks carried the stone, pushed by men or drawn by 
horses. The tramway “cut the corner” around the Cobb’s curves by running 
on a wooden viaduct or platform built out from the Cobb, further evidence 
that it was not a narrow gauge affair (the effective minimum radius of 
curvature for a railway is greater the wider the gauge).  

 
The Broad Cobb Tramway, undated engraving, about 1860 

 

By the time of the 1888 Ordnance Survey map this broad tramway was cut 
back to run only from the Cobb to the cement works, by which time the 
export of stone, as opposed to cement, may have fallen off.  
 

 
By 1901 the Cobb tramway had gone, leaving only the posts supporting its 
viaduct in the corner of the Cobb, which can be seen in this picture. 
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The narrow gauge stone tramway in Chippel Bay 

 

At some later time a narrow gauge tramway was laid on the ledges, but this 
never appears on maps, nor are there any pictures of it in use. It fed stone 
to an aerial ropeway or “Blondon”, which started on the beach, so it did not 
have to cross the unstable shingle ridge. A short section can still be seen 
at low tide in Chippel Bay. The gauge of this tramway was at 1ft 8in.  
 

 
The Blondon’s support bases, on the ledges in Chippel Bay
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The “Blondon” 
For a short period an aerial ropeway, known as a “Blondon” after the 
famous tightrope walker, Blondin, ran from the western cliffs to the Cement 
Works. It appears, long disused, on the 1938 Ordnance Survey Map. 
Concrete-filled iron pots, which formed the supports for the western-most 
support pylon, can be seen below high water on the ledges in Chippel Bay. 
The Blondin could have been second hand, from the construction of the 
Cannington Viaduct nearby in 1900-1903. 
 
Stoneboats 
In addition, the movement of stone, particularly from the ledges, was 
undertaken by a special type of rowing boat, known as a stoneboat. These 
sturdy wooden boats were double-ended, like the Portland lerret, but much 
more heavily built. John Fowles gave the Museum a model of a Lyme 
Regis stoneboat, made by David West, and it is on display.  
 

 
The Museum’s model of a stoneboat 

 
Stoneboats weighed 3-4 tons deadweight and could carry 5 - 7 tons and 
measured 24-28ft LOA (length overall). They were made of elm with iron 
parts, many built by Fred Hodder at the Cobb (Gollop 2001). Old 
photographs show several of these stoneboats moored in the Cobb on rest 
days, and to partly re-create that scene Lyme wooden boat builder Gail 
McGarvey has built a full-size replica lerret at the Lyme Regis Boat 
Building Academy. It is will be similar in construction and shape, but 
smaller and lighter than a stone boat.  
 
In an interview Frank Gollop explained their use and gave some idea of the 
strenuous work involved, in all weathers bar a full gale. This was recorded 
in the early 1950s when Frank was in his late 80s, and is quoted from 
Payne (1953). 
 

Sometimes we'd carry up to six boatloads a day. By the time it were 
light we'ld have cast off from the Cobb, and rowed round the 
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ledges. We'ld go to the cliff where they'd been blasting a couple of 
days before. There'd be two of us in each stoneboat and we'ld row 
her out with a heavy ash sweep. Sometimes we'ld hoist a single sail, 
a small lug - twas my father, mind, who was the first to make use o' 
sail - but they heavy stoneboats were clumsy as a cow in water and 
‘twere hard to make them answer their helm. Soon as we got to the 
ledges we'ld start to load with stone. How did the stone get, ye ask'? 
Why, men with drills an' dynamite would blast a section of cliff 
down into the sea. When the tide came in, it washed away the marl 
and clay; but it left the limestone behind. Then, after a few days, 
two of us would row out in our boat, split up the stone, and haul 
the blocks aboard. 

 
T'was hard work indeed. Sometimes the stone were difficult to split. 
Then we must find a fault in it, and drive in iron wedges with a 
fifty pound hammer, until a whole slab split away. Even then the 
slab had to be split across; an if she didn't split in proper place, 
we'ld be left with a block so heavy we could scarcely lift her.' 'Most 
trips, we’ld take some six or seven tons aboard. Then we’ld row out 
to a sea-going vessel and transfer the stone to her. Or sometimes 
we’ld work the Heap. If no vessels in the Cobb wanted to load 
stone, we' Id tip the blocks into a corner of the bay known as the 
Heap. Sometimes there'd be two or three thousand tons awaiting to 
be shipped. Other times we'ld load a thousand tons a week' 

 
One such heap was in the corner on the beach under Lyme Church, and 
stone was also placed in neat piles in The Pool, between Victoria Pier and 
the long Southern Arm, behind the Cobb buildings. Heaps were marked by 
stout timber poles and appear in old photographs. 
 
Ken Gollop explained to me the tricky question of how you would get 
heavy, bulky pieces of flat stone over the side and into the boat, and out 
again in the Cobb. Using an inlet cut in the ledges, it was possible to load 
large blocks of stone into a stone boat by going alongside an edge in the 
ledge, waiting for the tide to go out and then heave the heavy stones over 
the gunwale, leaving the rising tide to float the boat off. The reverse 
procedure would be followed for unloading: arrive at the dumping ground 
around high tide, await the ebb until the boat grounds and heave the 
stones over the side. The empty boat will re-float on the remaining water 
when it can be taken to its mooring. The stoneboat would have to be strong 
to stand all the knocks and scrapes across the gunwales and to prevent 
stones going through the timbers.  
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As Frank Gollop said, t’was hard work indeed. His own father, William, was 
killed in an accident on May 15th 1893, aged 55. The Inquest, held at the 
Pilot Boat Inn, was reported in the Bridport News on 19th May 1893: 
 

William Gollop was aged 55. 'William Gollop, son of deceased, said 
his father was at work "breaking stone, at about 9 a.m. on Monday, 
under the cliff between Devonshire Hedge and John Caddy’s 
Orchard. He was working about five yards from the base of the 
cliff, which at this point was something like sixty feet high. Witness 
was working at about ten yards from his father, and hearing a 
rumbling noise, turned and saw a portion of the cliff falling. He 
shouted to deceased and said "Look up". His father looked up and 
the falling stone struck him apparently about the head and back. 
Witness at once picked him up, and carried him a distance of ten 
yards from the cliff. He was unconscious and witness dipped a 
cloth into the sea and put it over his head to try and revive him, but 
without success, and deceased apparently expired in about two 
minutes. Witness hailed a passing boat, and James Grattan came to 
his assistance. The fatal accident happened about three quarters of 
a mile from the Cobb. They did not keep a boy to watch for falling 
earth, but such precautions had been observed at more dangerous 
spots. They had no warning of any danger through the dry state of 
the cliff, beyond the usual crumbling. 
 
James Grattan, stone breaker, said he was rowing from Lyme in the 
direction of the spot when he heard the last witness call out to his 
father. He looked round and saw Gollop waving his jacket. He did 
not see any portion of the cliff fall. He ran his boat ashore, and saw 
the elder Gollop lying as described, without any sign of life. He saw 
blood on one eye and understood the man's leg was broken. He 
went and procured assistance from Mr Porter, and they conveyed 
deceased to Lyme in a handbarrow. Gollop was dead. Richard 
Hitchcock was in witness's company that morning, but he 
remained in the boat. Mr William Porter, deceased’s employer, 
corroborated the evidence of the other witnesses. 
 
Sergeant Hann, who superintended the removal of Gollop to his 
home, said deceased's back and one of his legs were broken. 
 
A verdict of accidental death was returned. Gollop leaves a widow 
and several young children, and on the proposition of Mr Wallis 
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the jurymen and witnesses gave their fees to Mrs Gollop, Dr 
Dorran saw the deceased when brought from the Blue Lias ledges 
to the Cobb. 

 
Blue Lias - Inland Quarrying 
Uplyme Church is built of very strong and compact shelly Blue Lias 
limestone, presumably from the shallow and probably ancient quarries 
running up the eastern side of Rocombe in Court Hall Coppice, behind the 
church. Here there are clear grooves in the field where stone was dragged 
towards the Church and manor house at Court Hall Farm. The tower is 
very exposed to the weather, yet the stone used shows little weathering 
after several centuries.  
 
More recent Blue Lias quarries were at Venlake End, Combehayes Farm 
and Yawl Limekilns & Stoneworks, off Lime Kiln Lane. All had closed by 
1891, except Yawl Limekilns, which may have carried on into the 1920s. 
The sites are much less obvious today than they would have been when 
working because of scrub growth, houses and gardens. They worked Blue 
Lias and the White Lias below it. 
 

 
Yawl Limekilns in the 1930s, before being sold for building 

 

White Lias  
Generally a pale creamy coloured stone, the White Lias was worked at the 
Yawl Kilns and Stoneworks at Uplyme and was often used for paving and 
kerb stones, such as those on the north side of Pound Street in Lyme 
Regis. Some of the layers produced thin-bedded flagstones with drifts of 
small fossil shells, ripple marks and even rain-prints, showing the sea in 
which these rocks were deposited was very shallow and even dried at 
times between the tides.  
 



  Industrial Lyme: Paper 5 – Stone Quarrying © R Bull & Lyme Regis Museum 12 

Upper Greensand – Foxmould Formation 
The Upper Greensand forms the high land around the Lim Valley and the 
upper parts of the cliffs either side of Lyme Regis. It may be greenish grey 
when fresh, but it is usually weathered to a yellowish colour, forming the 
golden summit of Golden Cap. The lower part of the Upper Greensand, the 
Foxmould Formation, yielded two valuable building materials – cowstones 
and building sand. 
 
Cowstones are “doggers”, or cemented masses of sand, named from their 
resemblance of the larger ones to cows lying at rest. The material is 
greyish yellow and fairly soft when it falls from the cliffs, but exposure to 
sea water soon cements it into hard sandstone. Cowstones have to be 
used their rounded, natural state: they cannot be worked into blocks. 
These were used to build the early parts of the Cobb, some of which 
survive, principally the inner face of the main wall near Granny’s Teeth. 
The wall below the Cobb buildings on the sea-side is mainly built of up-
ended cowstones. 
 
In the construction of the early Cobb these stones were placed vertically, 
often tipped between heavy timbers. The remaining sections of cowstone 
walls are timber-free, but very different from the regular Portland stone 
ashlar of the last rebuilding. Cowstones were also used to build Gosling 
Bridge and for wheel guards in Coombe Street. They must have been 
brought from the beaches beyond Pinhay Bay by earlier generations of the 
stone boatmen.  
 
The soft sands of the Foxmould Formation were dug inland for building 
sand in shallow pits running along the outcrop, today leaving terraces in 
the hillsides such as those on Gore Lane, Uplyme. These soft sands are 
often shown up by badger diggings. 
 
Upper Greensand – Cherty Series 
Higher up, in the Cherty Series, crushed cherts and their sandy matrix has 
been used for compact fill and road metal, and was quarried until recently 
at the large Uplyme Quarry near the Cannington Viaduct. This material can 
be greenish grey when freshly dug out. The green colour is from flecks of 
the dark mineral glauconite, which geologists use to indicate marine 
deposition. 
 
Chert stone has also been used for rough walling and building work, often 
with brick quoins for strength at the openings, sometimes won from pits or 
just collected from ploughed fields or beaches. 
 
Other building stones used in Lyme 
The buildings of Lyme Regis contain many examples of stone brought from 
elsewhere – such as Ham Stone or Crewkerne Stone from Somerset 
(The Fat Face Shop in Broad Street), Beer Stone pillars at the Museum 
and in some internal carving and Portland Roach stone in the Cobb and 
the large coping stones on the new sea walls. There is a possibility that 
freestone similar to Beer Stone was dug from the Chalk at Chapel Rock, 
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below Pinhay House and nearer Ware, but I know of no firm evidence. The 
new sea walls contain a wider range of stones, including Carboniferous 
Limestone from France and the Mendips, Grey Portuguese Granite, dark 
blue-grey sparkling Larvikite from Norway and Irish Basalt from Arklow.  
 
Stone merchants, dealers and quarrying firms in Lyme 
More research is needed to understand the various firms and individuals 
involved in the stone trade at Lyme, their premises and their leases from 
the Henley Estate. Most had yards at the Cobb and were also trading in 
other heavy goods such as coal and lime. Only timber, wine and oil seed 
seems to have been a separate trade, carried out by different people.  All 
the sea quarrying would have been licensed by the Henley Estate, and 
further work in the estate papers could yield valuable results. 
 
The earliest record in trade directories occurs in 1823 when W & G H 
Stevens were raising stone for lime making, presumably at a kiln on 
Monmouth Beach and for export for cement making.  

 
Two advertisements from Roland Brown’s “Beauties of Lyme 

published by Dunster in Lyme Regis in 1857 

 
By 1841 Charles Walker was active at the Cobb as a stone merchant but 
by 1851 he seems to have confined his attention to coal. In that year four 
stone firms appear, those of Mials and Marshwood, Osborn & England, 
Rendell, Fowler & Co all based at the Cobb and Jefferd, Walker & Jefferd 
based in Buttermarket, near the Museum. Osborn and England also owned 
ships, coal, culm and other businesses and continued until around 1875. 
 
A big change occurs in the 1855 directory, with the appearance of 
Plymouth-based William Hutchinson & Frean, who set up the Cement 
Works. C Budd advertised as a shipper of Blue Lias limestone etc in 1857.  
From 1867 to 1914 the trade directories contain this statement: 
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Immense quantities of Blue Lias limestone are exported to all parts of 
England and the continent for the purpose of making hydraulic lime and 
cement. There is now a cement factory under the cliffs. Some of the 
upper beds are used for making Roman and Portland cement  

 
The Dorset County Chronicle of 5th March 1868 said that trade had been 
too slack to launch the stone boats during the winter, but work had 
resumed now that Messrs Harvey have the lease on the western cliffs from 
the Henley Estate. We know that they also leased the cliffs and beach 
further west in Devon from Shore, from the dispute with the Borough 
settled in 1869 over tonnages and harbour dues (see earlier in this paper).  
 
Conditions for the stoneboatmen and their families had been so bad that a 
public subscription had to be raised to support them during that winter. 
William Porter was Harvey’s manager, until 1898, and the firm was a 
Plymouth cement manufacturer. It was William Porter who was mentioned 
in evidence to the Inquest into the death of William Gollop in 1893 (see 
above). William Porter, who lived in Ozone Terrace and later Silver Street, 
claimed in 1871 to be employing 12 men, a small number for the size of the 
cement and stone operation. 
 

Stone Tradesmen in the 1850-60s, from Burial Records 
 

Stoneboatmen 
*Abraham Mills 
*William Hodder 
*James Hodder 
 John King (d. 1857 aged 60) 
*David Cozens 
*Joseph Hoskins 
*W Sweetland 
 
Stone labourer 
*Eli Emmett 
* recorded as burying a child 

 

From 1889-98 Haycraft & Co are shown in trade directories as stone 
merchants, as well as brick and tile makers and coal merchants. George 
Haycraft may have started before 1881 and ceased trading here before 
1891: certainly the stone trade declined during this period, but quarrying 
continued for cement manufacture and some stone exports.  
 
In 1902 the cement works was enlarged by the Lyme Regis Cement Co 
(1902) Ltd, until the works closed in 1914, “making best Portland cement 
under the Keystone Brand”. The company had its own vessel for exporting 
cement and bringing in coal. The works carried on despite complaints 
about smoke pollution countered by a protest march from its workers. It 
finally closed at the outbreak of the First World War when the boat was 
requisitioned, marking the end of sea quarrying, cement making and the 
stoneboatmen’s trade (see cement paper for more details). A large brick 
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building remaining from the cement works, with a modern shutter door 
inserted, still stands just west of the Boat Building Academy.  
 
Today, there is nothing to see of the sea-quarrying other than the depleted 
ledges and old rails from the tramway in Chippel Bay. Of the quarry for the 
cement works, this is now filled with chalets and Boat Building Academy 
and just appears to be a continuation of the slippery cliff. The sand pits and 
chert pits around Uplyme and Timber Hill are also not that obvious except 
by the careful observer and to badgers, whose diggings provide a good 
indication. 
  
Inland Uplyme  
Eli & Job Fowler had been running the Yawl Limekilns and Stone Works at 
since as least as far back as 1841. Simeon Fowler is recorded from 1851, 
as well as farming at Rhode Hill.  
 
Robert Peach of Wadley Hill Cottage was a stone “Quarrier and Lime 
Burner”, possibly at the nearby quarries of Wadley Hill, Combehays and 
Venlake, in 1861.  
 
At Uplyme in 1861 nine people were involved in the stone trade, not 
including another four lime burners, but soon quarries were closing, leaving 
only the Yawl undertaking. 
 
The Fowlers continue to the turn of the century, when Joshua Harris takes 
over Yawl, possibly running it until the quarries were closed in the 1920s. 
 
Uplyme Quarry, on Shapwick Grange Farm is relatively new, although 
there were small pits on the site from the 19th century. The current quarry is 
large, with one working face in Chalk and large disused faces in Upper 
Greensand and Chalk capped by up to 30ft of Clay-with-Flints, piped into 
the Chalk at its base. The quarry was until recently operated by Glendining 
(of Ashburton, South Devon) under licence from the farmer at Shapwick 
Grange. Glendining ceased operation when the Greensand face had cut 
too far back for safety without further development of the Chalk faces 
above, which would require modifying the whole valley. The new face in 
Chalk is nearer the A3052 and can be seen from it. This face is also cut by 
massive pipes from the Clay-with- Flints.  
 
Other than Uplyme Quarry, there is not much sign of the quarries to the 
casual passer-by. The sites are either wooded or in house gardens, 
although obvious enough to those that know the land well. 
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