
Princess Mary's Tin 

 

I have one of these as my family heirloom.  It also came with the attached message, 

card and photo from Princess Mary.  Inside there is a rosary; I believe it belonged to 

my grandmother. 

There is also a personal message to his wife from my grandfather - 

“This is what we had sent to us with a box of tob.  I am sending it home so as you can 

look after it. 

Jack” 

The tin is inscribed “IMPERIUM BRITANNICUM” top centre and “CHRISTMAS 

1914” bottom centre. 

There are six other inscriptions round the top of the tin “BELGIUM”, “JAPAN”, 

“RUSSIA”, “MONTE NEGRO”, “SERVIA”(note the spelling), and “FRANCE”.  

Presumably these were the battle grounds already engaged by Christmas 1914. 

There must be many thousands of these still in existence, so I do not believe that it 

has any great monetary value.  But it has value to those of us descendants who can 

imagine their grandfathers, or great grandfathers receiving these gifts from royalty, 

and keeping them as treasured possesssions.   

The horrific nature of trench warfare probably meant that none of the soldiers ever 

thought, as did those at the beginning of the Second World War, that “it would all be 

over before Christmas”.  So the message in the card which accompanied the gift in 

the tin was probably the pious wish of the royal family.  The troops on the front line 

would soon have learned that the wish for a “Victorious New Year” was, as far as 

they were concerned, pie in the sky.   

Given the scale of the fatalities in this conflict, we can only speculate how many of 

these tins were left in deserted trenches, or buried with the casualties.  And how many 

were recovered and sent home to grieving widows with the pitiful remaining 

belongings of the casualties? 

So my grandfather's tin was one which, like him, survived the Great War. 

In memory of him -   

John Blackburn Whiteley  (Jack) 

Born 21 June 1888 

Married 13 July 1912 

Died February 1942 

 



 


